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Foreword

A brief account of the origins. activities, and reports of the National
Board on Graduate Education (NBGE) is given in the Introduction to this
volume. This Foreword is a statement of appreciation to those who made
the Board's work possible and to others to whom the Board is deeply
indebted for professional service and assistance. ~

Responsibility for general funding for the Board's program was shared
by the Carnegiec Corporation of New York, The Ford Foundation, the
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, the National Institute of General Medical
Sciences. and the National Science Foundation. Technical studies were
-underwritten-by -the Carnegie Corporation, The Ford Foundation, the
Lilly Endowment, Inc., and the National Science Foundation.

Sponsorship by the Conference Board of Associated Research
Councils* stamped the NBGE mission as significant and thus guaranteed a
large and important audience for NBGE reports and recommendations.
Conference Board members continuously provided encouragement and
constructive counsel along the way. Frederickh Burkhardt and Robert
Lumiansky of the acLs, Philip Handler of NRrcC. Roger Heyns of ACE, and
Elcanor Sheldon of sskc gave personal time ard attention to NBGE
problems and plans and were helpful at all points.

William Kelly. secretary of the Conference Board and Executive
Director of the Commission on Human Resources, was an invaluable
liaison for NBGE with the Conference Board, its constituent members,

*Composed of the Amenican Counul on Education (acr). the Social Science Rescarch

Counutl (sske ). the Amerncan Council of Learned Souieties (Acts), and the National
Research Council (NRO).
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and particularly with the National Academy ol Sciences-National
Rescarch Counal, which provided administrative  and  publication
services. ’

Task forces™ were enhsted n the preparation ol four reports—Federal
Policy Alternatives toward Gradnate Education, Science Development;
An Evaluation Study . Mmnonty Group Participation in Graduate Educa-
tion, and Graduate Education and Community Colleges: Cooperative
Approaches to Community College Stuff Development. The expertiseand
scholarship made available to NBGL by the members of these groups
assured the quality and authority of the reports. The Board is grateful to
them and to others who worked cooperatively with the Board and staff in
program planning and as consultants in studics. These included Churles
Kidd, exccutive secretary of the Association of American Universities.,
Bernard Khoury of the Association of American Universitics. and J. Boyd
Page. president of the Council of Graduate Schools in the United States.

The authors of the technical reports also are thanked for their
contributions to the significance ol the Board's work: David W.
Breneman. Stephen P. Dresch, David E. Drew. Richard B. Freeman,
S. V. Martorana. and William Toombs.

N8GE was most fortunate in having David W. Breneman as staff
director. Expernienced in higher education studies and gilted as a scholar

-and administrator. Dr. Bieneman brought to his leadeiship ol the Board

broad perspective, sound research, and personal qualities that made for
morale and productivity within the staff and Board and that contributed to
rapport with agencies and leaders whose interest was important to the
Board's work. His has been a major contribution to the Board's
effectiveness.

The Board 15 grateful. too. for the dedicuted and helpful stalf assistance
provided by numerous individuals. Sharon C. Bush, staff associate. made
valuable substantive contributions to all Board reports and was the staff
member with responsibility for the forthcoming report Minority Group
Participanon in Graduate Educanon. David E. Drew served as project
director for the Board’s evaluative study of the NSF Science
Development Program, one of the Board's major research efforts. Other
professional stafl included. Edward Allen. Marilyn Block, Joan Creager.
Edward Dolbow. Ron Karpf. Larry Mann. Christine Naczkowski. Henry
Resnikoff. Charles Sherman. and Robert Snyder.

Mark Nixon served as administrative assistant to the Board during its
Jast two years, and contributed 1n many ways to the efficient management
of the Washington office. Sharon Hardman served effectively for the
entire duratton of the Board as the chairman’s secretary in Urbana. Other

*Members are listed i the Appendix.
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administiative staff’ included Sandra Crowley, David Ewing, Faith
Ferguson. Margo Jachson, Renee Licht. Sandra Matthews. Marcia
Morrow. and Dorothy Peters.

I express personal thanks to the members of the Board for lncn
patience. for their fuithfulness in attention to manuscripts and attendance
at meetings. and for their willingness in group discussion to seek
consensus and advance group positions, Not every recommendation o
exposition was agreed to by every member of the Board, but the reports
reflect the deep concern of all with advancing the stiength and quality of
graduate education as a major component of higher education and as a
vital a=sctin the future welfare of the nation. As therr work is terminated.
as originally planned. the Board members merit the appreciation of the
academic community for their devotion to a professional-mission of high
importance and foi their demonstration of the value of an objective
examination of the problems and issues to be confronted in the immediate
and long-run future of graduate education. The chapters in the present
report entitled ““The Outlook.” **Recommendations.” and **Future
Research™ suggest the unfinished business that may well serve as
continuing agenda for others.

Davio D. HENRY
Chatrman
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Introduction

Six years have passed since the National Academy of Sciences sponsored
the Conference on Predoctoral Education in the United States that led to
the formation of the National Board on Graduate Education (NBGE). It
was clear to the participants in that 1969 conference that the relation of
graduate cducation to the broader society was changing and that much
uncertainty would accompany the process of adjustment. A resolution
adopted by the partcipants reflected their awareness of the need for
change:

Although graduate educaton n this country 1s strong, it cian be made stronger and more
responsive o national needs. We believe that the demands npon graduate education today
cannot be met by simple extension of the trends and practices of The past decade. There is
urgent need for senous reconsideration of the mechanisms and form of graduate education
i many disciphnes. The ntensive research eapenence characieristic of programs which
tead 1o the degree of Doctor of Philosophy 1s superb preparation for those pursuing careers
in basie research. It 1y increasingly clear, however, that society also needs. and graduate
students are seehing, alternative forms of graduate education, New graduate programs must
be devised n response to the changing body of knowledge and 1o our need for persons
educated 10 cope with urgent, newly emerging problems. These matters deserve the
concentrated attention of graduate schools, employers, and governmental and private
organizations concerned with graduate education.

The partictpants also recommended that a study commission be formed to
provide a means for thorough examination of the issues facing graduate
education and to assist those concerned with graduate education in
cstablishing sound policies for the 1970°s.

That recommendation was followed. and the Conference Board of
Associated Research Councils! agreed to sponsor a National Board on
Graduate Education. Initial appointments to the Board were made in
1971, and the chairman and staff director were appointed in carly 1972,
The Board was established for a 3-year period, and since active staff work

* Composed of the Amencan Council on Education, The Social Science Research Council,
the Amencan Council of Learned Sociehies, and the National Research Council,
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did not begtn until June 1972 the termination date was extended 1o June
1975.

In our first report. Graduute Education: Purposes, Problems and
Potential,* we stated that *. . . graduate education does perform certiin
essential functions not performed by other institutions. and these
functions will endure . . . through and beyond the current period of
dislocation.”™ Nothing 1n our expertence during the intervening years
causes us to alter that estimate of the fundamental importance of graduate
cducation to American society . and this remains the premise from which
we begin. At that time. we dentified three basic purposes su'ved by
graduate education:

¢ The education and development of skilled individuals
e The production of knowledge
® ‘The preservation and transmission of knowledge

and argued that ¢ach of these purposes contributes importantly to the

quality of life in our socicty. While cach of these basic purposes of .

graduate education remains valid today . one task of this final report is to
discuss new forms and emphases that must be given to these purposes so
that the contributions of graduate education to our society can be
enhanced. v

The present report differs from prior NBGE publications in several
respects.' First. whereas past reports have been limited to a single
subject, e.g.. federal policy or the labor market for doctorates. several
topics are covered here. albeit briefly. Second. this report contains
observations on a wide range of issues that have been discussed at Board
meetings but that. in several instances. have not been the subject of staff
or sponsored research. Chapter 1 reviews the most important develop-
ments that have influenced graduate education during the life of the
Board: Chapter 2 explores the outlook for the next several years: Chapter3
presents recommendations: and Chapter 4 develops research agenda of
issues that the Board was unable to investigate during its tenure. This
report reflects our best judgment about the future of graduate education,
and 154 “*'sumnung up®” of our experience over the last 3 years in thinking,
discussing. and writing about graduate education.

# National Bound on Graduate Education, Graduute Education, Purposes, Problems. and
Potential (Washinglon, D.C : Naunonal Academy of Sciences, 1972).

dibid,, p. 3

' A listing of anGg pubhicitions 15 sncluded at the end of this report.

X

10




Contents

I Recent Dexelopments * ]
2 The Qutlook 28
3 Recommendations 48

4 Future Research ‘ 61

Appendix 7l




1 Recent Developments

Graduate education and research expanded rapidly dunng the 1960°s. be-
coming sufficiently large and expensive so as not to be immune to
major natipnal and international developments aifecting higher education
generlly. In 1970, over SU0.000-students were-enrolled in master's and
doctornl programs in United States universities. and federnl expenditure
for research and development (R&D) in universities was more than $1.6
billion. While our carlier reports stressed the fimancial circumstiances of
graduate progrums «nd the support of grduate students, 3t is essential
to note that gradurte educidion is oaly as sound as the unjversities
within which 1t is conducted. The effects of double-digit inflation and
soring energy costs dre felt by all individuals and institutions, and we
do not argue that universities are peculiarly or unduly disadvantaged by
these events. Universities, however, are less fleaible than business firms
in adjusting rapidly to abrupt changes in cconomic circumstinces. have
nut been as successful in finding ways to inerease productivity and hence
absorh rising costs, and are Iess able rpidly to pass on cost increises
o customers.™ It has become increasingly necessiany to judge the ability
of .« university to offer high-quality graduate programs in the context of
the total university’s financial situation. rather than by attempting to
amaly ze costs of graduate education as if they were separable from the
rest of universly aperations. A njor concern of nutny university ad-
munstrtors today is the difficulty of maintaining quality in graduate pro-
grams as more and more of the costs must be met from shrinking uni-
versity budgets.,

The snfluence of cconomic recession on higher educattion is another ex-
termal factor that has complicated the analysis of trends in graduate edu-
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cation over the life of the Board. Recessions inn 1970 and 19741975
reduced the demand for graduates; affected the decision-making of po-
tential graduate students, and affected federal, state, and private support
of higher education. For example, recent reports from graduate deans
indicate that an upsurge in applications for graduate school occurred
in spring 1975; there is little doubt that this increase is attributable, in
part, to the high rate of unemployment nationally and the related diffi-
culty that recent college graduates have experienced in finding jobs. The
current recession has also caused some industries to reduce planned
R&D expenditures, thus reducing the demand for new Ph.D.’s in the
sciences and in engineering. This reduction, in turn, increases the number
of new doctorates willing to take relatively low-paying postdoctoral
appointments, causing some research investigators to substitute post-
doctoral fellows for predoctoral students on research grants, thereby re-
ducing support for current graduate students. As these two examples
suggest, trends in graduate education cannot be viewed in isolation from
developments in the larger economy, but this fact increases the uncer-
tainty in planning or predicting the course of graduate education.

A more fundamental, although less tangible, change has occurred in
recent years in the status of graduate education and research in the
hierarchy of national priorities. For several years, roughly spanning the
late 1950's through the middle 1960’s, research and graduate education
were high on the list of priorities: federal support for university-based
research grew at an average annual rate of 15 percent; the number,of
graduate students supported on federal fellowships and traineeships gfew
to over 50,000; and, through such efforts as the National Science Founda-
tion Science Development Program, an increase in the number and geo-
graphical dispersion of high-quality universities was stressed as being:in
the national interest. In the unique economic, social, and political en-
vironment of this period, requests for funds to support graduate educa-
tion and research did not have to be justified by exacting cost-benefit
calculations; instead, there was broad political support for the activities
of universities, and many: states supplemented the federal effort by ex-
panding existing institutions and funding the creation of new universities.
Graduate enroliments grew during the 1960’s at an average annual rate
in excess of 10 percent, and the number of doctorates awarded tripled
during the decade, from approximately 10,000 to 30,000 annually.

The abrupt reversal of these trends in social support, beginning in the
late 1960’s and continuing to the present, has been widely noted and

amply documented in prior Board reports and elsewhere.® Federal fellow-

3 National Board on Graduate Education. Federal Policy Alternatives toward Graduate
Education (Washington, D.C.: National Academy of Sciences, 1974); and National Science
Board, Science Indicators 1972 (Washington, DC United States Government Printing
Office, 1973).
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ships and traineeships have been rapidly and dramatically reduced, the
growth in federal support for basic research has been sharply curtailed,
and the virtually unquestioning support of advanced’ education and re-
search has been replaced by a skeptical attitude toward the value of these
activities. National priorities in higher education (as a part of post-
seccondary education) shifted to concern for equality of educational
opportunity, stressing access for every qualified student to some form of
postsecondary education. At both the state and federal level, graduate
education and research became lower priority concerns.

It is not our purpose here to analyze the reasons that contributed to
the declining status of research and graduate education, but merely to
assert this decline as a brute fact that must be considered in looking to
the tuture. These activities do not have large or vocal constituencies that
can be counted upon to lobby effectively when political support is low:
by-its very nature, graduate education will involve only a fraction of the
populace directly, and individual, federally supported. research projects
are often difficult to explain to the broader public and hence can be sub-
Jjected to ridicule by individuals seeking headlines. There is, however,
more detailed evidence regarding the shift in public support. and we re-
view these developments briefly as part of our examination of trends in
graduate education to 1975.

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN THE DOCTORATE LABOR MARKET

During the 1970's, the labor market for new doctorates has generally
continued to shift from conditions of excess demand to excess supply,
although with considerable variation among disciplines. One index of this
change is reflected in the responses of new Ph.D. recipients each year to
the National Research Council Survey of Earned Doctorates question-
naire. One survey item records the number of new degree recipients who
are actively sceking work but have no specific employment prospects at
tne receipt of the degree. Table | records the trend in this response
over the 6-year period. Fy 19681973, in five major disciplines. Note
that in each field. the percentage of graduates reporting employment

difficulty in FY 1973 was larger than in FY 1968 by at least a factor

of 2; however, the differences among fields are equally pronounced asa
comparison of the figures in economics and English make clear. The data
also demonstrate another difference among fields. in that the proportion
reporting placement difficulty declined between ry 1972 and 1973 in
electrical engineering and in chemistry. fields that place a substantial pro-
portion of new graduates in industry: employment prospects in such dis-
ciplines are subject to the volatility of the business cycle, a factor of
less significance in the primarily academic fields.

3
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TABLE 1 Proportion of New Ph.D. Recipients Reporting No Specific Employment
Prospects at Receipt of the Degree, by Discipline und Year (S disciplines)

Percent, by Fiscal Year

Discipline 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 - 1973
Chemistry 4.5 7.8 1.4 13.2 18.9 17.2
Economics 3.1 33 4.6 6.1 6.3 6.4
Electrical engi-

neering 74 10.7 11.6 19.6 18.4 15.0
English 3.9 7.9 9.3 13.2 15.5 21,5
Psychology 6.1 8.0 8.8 10.0 123 13.6

SOURCE: Data from NrC Docrorate Records File.

In a report prepared recently for the Council of Graduate Schools,®
Raymond P. Mariella and John W. Ryan presented results of a survey

sent to 19 national associations concerned with the various academic

disciplines. Their principal conclusions are worth noting:

Although the sespunses received from the vanous professional associations are somewhat
fragmentary and do not answer all of the questions posed, certan patterns emerge with &
degree of commonahty, 1t is obvious from analyzing the responses that most of the pro-
fesstonal assoviations contacted have only begun to grupple with the problem of supply
and Jemand and related problems of employment and underemployment of Ph.D.'s.

In examuming the responses, it becomes apparent that there 1s a lach of agreement as t¢
whether an unemployment problem truly exists. Some professional groups feel that there is
no unemployment problem, while others are aware of a current problem or foresce serious
pwblems in the future,

Finally. an important aspect of the survey is the absence of significant and Jesirable
Jata concerning afl disciplines. This situation leads to 4 great deal of speculation on the part
of many and tends 1o confuse the ssue as to whether there 1s an oversupply of Ph.D.’s.
Fhe data available suggest that certain disciphnes, particularly in the social sciences, are
oversaturated or guichly reaching this point in terms of academic opportumities, however,
the same wannot be said of health-related disciplines, Among these latter, no serious un-
employment problem appears to exist and respondents foresee o favorable employment
clirate in the future.

In January 1975, the American Council of Learned Societies surveyed
143 of the highest-rated humanities departments regarding the circum-
stances of-students awarded the Ph.D..in 1974. Results of this survey are
presented in Table 2. Approximately 50 percent of the new doctorates had
received new teaching jobs and nearly 16 percent were in continued
teaching jobs. while 16 percent were reported as unemployed and 8 per-

_ cent were reported as whereabouts unknown.

* Raymond P. Mariella and John W, Ryan, “The Supply and Demand Situation: A Sum-

mary Review  (Washington, D.C .. Counul of Graduate Schools in the Umited States, 1974).
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The current employment situation in the sciences and in engineering
was discused at a Symposium on the Human Resources of Science and
Engineering during the 1975 annual meeting of the American Association
for the Advancement of Science.” As the data cited earlier indicate, the
sttuation differs from discipline to discipline. from the strong current
demand in the geosciences. arising from the energy crisis, to the weak
demand in pure mathematics, a field largely dependent upon the academic
market. In general, those fields that are heavily dependent on academic
placements for new Ph.D.’s have experienced the most labor market
difficulty in recent years. The unemployment rate of the total doctorate-
holding labor force of an estimated 229.400 scientists and engineers. how-
ever, was reported at only 1.2 percent in 1973.% indicating that the diffi-
culties experienced by recent graduates are not endemic to the entire age
and experience range.

The serious policy issue for new Ph.D.’s is not unemployment, how-
ever, but underemployment. The high “"unemployment’” rates that recent
surveys report for new doctorates reflect the extended job search that
these individuals undertake in looking for work related to their advanced
education. If such positions cannot be found. the vast majority of new
doctorates will find work that does not draw directly on their specialized
training, and it is the evaluation of that outcome that requires public
attention.

It must also be remembered that the placement experience of new
Ph.D.'s described above refers to those doctoral students that began
graduate study in the late 1960’s, before the changing market forecasts
were widely known. For insight into the response of potential graduate
students to the declining market, one must turn to trends in first-year
graduate enrollments. In our 1973 report, Doctorate Manpower Forecasts
and Policy,® we called attention to the fact that between 1970 and 1971,
first-year graduate and professional enrollments increased by only 0.1
percent and that substantial shifts were occurring away ‘from enrollment
in many arts and sciences disciplines and toward such professional fields
as law. medicine. business. architecture. and city planning. We argued

- that these trends were evidence of student responsiveness to changing

>

T Scientific Manpower Comnussion. The Human Resonrces of Saence and Engineering.
foday and Tomorron (Washington. D.C.. Amencan Assoctation for the Advancement of
Science, 1975). .

* Commussion on Human Resources. National Rescarch Council. Doctoral Sciennsts and
Engineers m the United States. 1973 Profile (Washington. D.C.: National Academy of
Sciences, 1974).

* National Board on Graduate Education. Doctorate Manpower Forecasts and Polic)
(Washington. D.C.: National Academy of Sciences. 1973).
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TABLE 3 First-Year Graduate Student Enroliment, Four Fields, by Fiscal Year, 4,112
Departments

Percent Change,

*

Field 1971 1972 1973~ 19711973
Engineering 20,659 19,330 20,238 -~ 1.8
Physical sciences 15.559 15,055 14,612 - 6.1
Life sciences 10.992 11.486 12,110 +10.2
Social sciences 15.234 14.461 13,689 -10.1

SOURCE. Graduate Science Educanon. Student Suppaort and Postdoctorals, Fall 1973, Detaled
Statistical Tables, Appendix 111 NSF-74-318A (Washington. D.C.: NSF, 1974).

labor markets. with shifts away from fields in relative excess supply
toward those in excess demand.

The comprehensive graduate and professional enrollment data used in
that report were collected by the U.S. Office of Education, and, un-
fortunately. data for more recent years are not yet available from that
source. Certainly the enrollment pressure on professional schools, has
shown no sign of abating, while trends in the graduate arts and sciences
areas. as best they can be picced together, show considerable variation.
National Science Foundalion surveys provide one source of information

on enrollment trends: Table 3 contains data on first-year graduate enroll-

ments from 1971 to 1973 in 4.112 matched science and engineering de-
partments. aggregated into four disciplinary categories.

The decline in engineering and physical sciences continues a trend in
those ficlds that extends back several years; first-year graduate enroll-
ments in physics. for example. began to decline in the mid-1960’s. The
life sciences continue to grow. reflecting in part increased student interest
in the health-related disciplines and in environmental studies. The drop in
social science enrollments differs from the trend reported by the Council
of Graduate Schools (cGs) in its enrollment surveys.!® since cGs reported
increases in first-time social science enrollments over this period. One im-
portant difference in the two surveys is the inclusion in the cGs survey
of business and history as social science disciplines: the rapid growth of
graduate business enrollments in recent years may explain much of the
discrepancy. In two arcas not covered by the NSF surveys. the humanities

" Robert A, Altman. “'Report on the Council of Graduate Schools—Graduate Record
Examinations Board 1972-73 Survey of Graduate Enrollmént,” Proceedings of the 12th
Amnual “Meeting of The Counctl of Graduate Schools mt the United States, Nov. 29-
Dee. 1. 1972 (Washington, D.C.. Council of Graduate Schools). and reports of the 1973~
1974 and 1974-1975 surveys. published 1n the proceedings of the 13th and 14th annual
mectings of the Council of Graduate Schools. respectively.
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and education, ¢6s reports small increases in first-time graduate enroll-
ments in the humanities and laige increases in education enrollinents.
Both the Nsk and cGs surveys have drawbacks for tracing time trends
in first-year graduate enrollments by discipline: the surveys differ in rJ
coverage. in discipline definition. and in response rate. What does seem
clear. however. 1s that student enrollment response to a declining labor
market differs significantly across disciplines. from the marked decline in
physical sciences and engineering. to the lesser decline or even slight in-
creases in social sciences and humanities. to the large increases in the
field of education. When comprehensive enrollment data are available
from the Office of Education for these more recent years. it will be im-
portant to see whether simple economic theories of student behavior can
be squared with the different:al enrollment trends among disciplines.
In addition to enroliment response. a second factor must be considered
in interpreting the supply side adjustments of the labor market—the pro-
portion of entering students that ultimately earn the doctorate. Charles
Kidd has pointed out that the ratio of Ph.D.’s awarded to first-time
graduate enroliments 4-7 years earlier has declined significantly in recent
years. the ratio falling from a peak of .163 in 1970 to .116 in 1973. During
the 1960°s. this degree/enrollment ratio had been remarkably stable. at
approximately .15, Kidd notes the significance of this change: **If the 15
percent ratio of the 60°s had held up. 43.500 Ph.D.’s rather than 33.700
would have been awarded in 1973.""!" Scveral factors may account for
this trend—a growing proportion of first-year graduate students may be
terminal master's degree aspirants: reduced financial support may be
causing greater attriton: graduate departments may be tightenjng
standards for the Ph.D.—but whatever the cause, this situation suggests
that Ph.D. production several years hence will not be so large as simple
extrapolation from recent first-year graduate enroliments might indicate.
These data suggest that a substantial. although varied. supply response
is under way in the doctorate labor market. In the next chapter we shall
relate these trends to demand projections and discuss in some detail the
different adjustment problems we foresee facing the various broad dis-
ciplinary groupings. But, first, we need to consider other recent events.

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN FEDERAL POLICY AND SUPPORT

The rapid growth of federal support for research, for graduate students.
and for selected institutional programs made possible the enormous ad-
1 Charles V. Kidd. “An Overview of Projections and the Supply Side.” unpublished’
paper prepared for the Seminar on Scientific and Techmical Manpower Projections.
sponsored by the National Science Foundation. Hot Springs. Virginia. April 17, 1974,
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TABLE 4 Federal rap Expenditures in Universities and Colleges, by Fiscal Year

Constant- - Amount Constant Amount

Fiscal Year  Dollars® (8 milhons)  Fiscal Year  Dollars ($ millicns)
1955 186 169 1970 1.226 1.658
1960) 392 405 1971 1.220 1.724
1963 968 1.073 1972 1.258 1.838
1966 1.108 1.262 1973 1315 2.030
" 1967 1.198 1.409 1974 1.252 2.130
1968 1.285 1.572 1975 —_ 2.224
1969 1.248 1.600 1976 —_ 2.278"

source. National Science toundaton, Nanwnal Patterns of R&D Resources. 1953-1974 (Washing:
ton, D.C.. U.S. Government Pnaung Office. 1974), estimates from U.S. Office of Management and
the Budget, Special Analyses. Budget of the Umited States Government. Fiscal Year 1976
(Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Pnnting Office. 1975). p. 267.

*1958 consiant dollars; GNP pnce deflator was used 10 convert current to constant dolars.,
*Estinmale.

vances in both quantity and quality of graduate program offerings in the
post-World War 11 period; this explains the vital importance of federal
policy to graduate education and the concern with which changes in that
policy are viewed by those involved in graduate education. Because of
the importance of this subject. NBGE prepared a separate report, Federal
Policy Alternatives toward Graduate Education, '* released in January
1974. that dealt extensively with this topic. This section will simply up-
date a few key dataitems and note other developments influencing federal
policy that have occurred in the intervening period.

In 1955, the total national R&D effort from all funding sources was
$6.2 billion and represented 1.6 percent of GNP: by 1967, expenditures
had risen to $23.6 billion. totaling 3.0 percent of GNp. Since then,
expenditures have grown more slowly, and the proportion of GNP devoted
to R&D has declined steadily. reaching 2.3 percent in 1974, at an expendi-
ture of $32.1 bilion.'?

Federal R&D expenditures in universities also increased dramatically
from the mid-50°s to the mid-60's. but they have increased at a much
slower rate in recent years. as Table 4 indicates.

During the mid-1960's. federal funds supported 60 percent of the total

'z Natonal Board on Graduate Educanon. Federal Policy Alternatives toward
Graluate Education (Washington. D.C.: National Academy of Sciences. 1974).

4 National Science Foundation, Natwonal Patierns of R&D Resources. Funds and Man-
power ut the Unued States. 1953-1974. Nauonal Science Foundation 74-304 (Washington.
D.C.: United States Government Printing Office, 1974), pp. 20-21.
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university R&D effort; by 1974. this percentage had declined to 35 per-
cent.™ In addition. the distnibution between basic and applied research
has shifted in recent years, with universities reporting that an increasing
proportion of federal funds are supporting applied research, although
basic research still accounts for over 70 percent-of the total university
effort” The distinction between basic and applied research is hardly pre-
cise. but the trend of recent federal policy has been to stress projects
that promise a more immediate payoff.

The wisdom of this shift in policy is hotly disputed, and we are in no
position to add substantively to that argument in this report. Two points
do seem clear, however. First. a balance must be struck between the two
types of research, since successful applied research presumes the exis-
tence of a steady stream of basic research findings; we can point to
several ambitious attempts to apply science (including social science) to
specific problems before a body of tested research findings has been es-
tablished, and the resulting failures not only waste resources but add to
the skepticism with which science is viewed in some quarters.!® Second.
at some point. applied research projects in which graduate students par-
ticipate begin to conflict with the educational purpose of graduate educa-
tion. particularly when a graduate student becomes little more than an
employee on a project in which increased understanding of the subject
is not the focus. Universities must judge when a project has lost its edu-

cational value. and reject activities that can be better carried out by non-
university contractors.

In graduate student support, the trend toward virtual elimination of
doctoral-level federal fellowships and traineeships continues. with little
change from our earlier report. The Federal Interagency Committee on
Education (FICE) assembles data from all federal agencies on the number
of graduate students so supported. and their most recent figures show that
in Fy 1974, 18.472 graduate students received federal fellowships and
traineeships, down from a high of 51.446 in Fy 1968.% [The FiCE figures
do not include graduate students supported on National Institute of
Health/Alcohol. Drug Abuse. and Mental Health Administration (NIH/
ADAMHA) training grants. for these grants contribute to the support of the
total research and training environment in addition to providing graduate
student support.] The majority of the 18.472 reported in FY 1974. how-

1 Nauonal Science Foundation. Suney of Scientific Adtivities of Institutions
of thgher Educanion, unpublished data provided by the National Science Foundation.
15 See. for example. Garry D. Brewer. Politics. Bureaucrats and the Consul-
tant (New York: Basic Books. Inc.. 1973).

15 Federal Interagency Committee on Education, Report of Federal Predoctoral
Student Support (Washmgton, D.C.. United States Government Printing Office.
1970). and unpublished data for recent years.
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ever, are terminal master’s degree candidates supported under pro-
fessional degree programs of the U.S. Office of Education (8,275 students
supported in special education programs to prepare teachers for the
handicapped). the Social Rehabilitation Service (over 3,000 students sup-
ported, primirily at the master’s level). and the Health Resources Ad-
ministration (over 2,100 supported at the master's level).!? In terms of
doctoral student support. therefore. only an estimate can be made, but
the number of supported students could be as low as 3,000 or as high as
8.000, with the actual figure most likely in the lower end of the range.

The NIH/ADAMHA training grants are the major source of federal sup-
port-for students at both the predoctoral and postdoctoral levels in the
biomedical and behavioral science disciplines. In recent years, the Ad-
ministration has sought to eliminate the training grants as a source of pre-
doctoral support, but the Congress has consistently reinstated them in
the budget. Consequently. although there has been continuing uncer-
tainty,, complicated by impoundments and later release of funds. approxi-
mately 6,000 to 8.000 full-time predoctoral students have received sup-
port annually under these programs during the 1970's,1®

The federal government is also the principal source of support for
graduate rescarch assistantships. In our earlier report on federal policy,
we reported that between 1969 and 1972 there was a slight decline (3.3
percent) in the number of graduate students supported as research assis-
tants: the most recently published NsF Survey of Graduate Science
Student Support reports that between 1972 and 1973 the number of grad-
uate students supported on research assistantships increased slightly (1.9
percent), although the federal component of such support declined by 2.2
percent.'® These data indicate that research assistantships have been es-
sentially stable in number from 1969 to 1973 and have not been a growing
source of graduate student support in absolute terms (although, of course,
their relative importance has increased).

The Gi1 Bill has become in recent years the major source of federal
support for graduate students. Table 5 presents data collected by the
Veterans® Administration on both number of graduate and professional
students supported and the total amount of funds provided for that pur-

17 Data provided by staff of the Federal Interagency Committee on Education.

* National Institutes of Health, Basic Duata Reluting 1o the Nutional Institutes
of Health, 1975 (Washington. D.C.: United States Government Pnnung Office. 1975).
p. 43, and Commission on Human Resources. National Research Council. Personnel
Needs and Trarmng  for®Biomedical and Behavioral Research (Washington.
D.C.: National Academy of Sciences. June 1975). p. 34,

' National  Science  Foundatton, Graduate Science Education, Student Support
and Postdoctorals, Fall 1973, Detaled Statistical Tables. Appendix 111 (Washington,
D.C.: National Science Foundation). p. 91.
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TABLE 5 Veterans’ Administration Graduate and Professional Student Support, by
Fiscal Year

Total Graduate Total Graduate
Students Student Support
Fiscal Year (thousands) ($ milliuns)
1969 99.3 LN
1970 122.7 120.5
1971 146.1 177.9
1972 170.4 210.0
1973 1813 283.9
1974 189.3 307.2
19752 202 370
1976" 180 348

SOURCE. VA Information Bulletn, Veterans Benefits under Current Educational  Programs.
June 1974, p. 25, 1975-1976 figures from Speaal Analbvses. Budget of the United States Govern-
ment, Fiscal Year 1976 (Washington, D.C . U S. Government Pnnung Office, 1975).

*Esumate.

pose. By 1y 1974, the va reported that over 189.000 graduate and pro-
fessional students—approximately 20 percent of the total enrolled—
received Gi Bill benefits in excess of $307 million. Of this number,
approximately 47.000 students (25 percent) were enrolled in law and
medical schools. leaving over 142,000 students in arts and sciences and
other professional programs. The President’s FY 1976 budget projects the
number of graduate and professional students stupported under this pro-
gram to peak in +y 1975 at 202,000. falling to a projected 180.000 in Fy
1976.4* The number of students supported will fall off rapidly in subse-
quent years as the number of eligible veterans declines. These funds have
played a central role in keeping graduate and professional enrollments up
during the 1970-1975 period. and their loss will remove the major current
source of federal support for graduate and professional students.
Graduate student borrowmg under the various federally insured loan
programs has mncieased i recent years, although remaining an approxi-
mately constant 10 percent of the number of loans made.*! To the best

™ Lmited States Office of Management and the Budget, Spearal Analvses. Budgel of
the Unmned States Government, Fiscal Year 1976 (Washingto.., D.C.: United
States Government Printing Office, 1975), p. 151

H Umted States Office of Education. Office of Planming, Budgeting and Evaluation,
oste Loan Estumation Model. Burrower, Lender and Instumtional Charac-
tensites, Vol 11 (Washington, D.C.. unpublished report avadable from U.S. Office
of Education, 1974)
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of our knowledge, there have been no stidies made of the individual
accumulation of debt from undergraduate and graduate study, although
the data are available in the U.S. Office of ‘Education. Division of In-
sured Loans. Furthermore, very little is known about the degree of diffi-
culty graduate students face in acquiring loans and about the effect of
loan finance on student enrollment decisions. Since student borrowing
seems likely to be an ever-increasing component of graduate student sup-
port. the absence of empirical studies on the effects of this form of fi-
nance is a serious gap in our knowledge.

Apart from the level of federal support, an equally important issue
concerns the distribution of federal research and student support funds
among institutions. Table 6 reports the changes in concentration of
federal R&D funds among universities from 1964 through_1974. Note that
the share of the 10 institutions receiving the most federal money declined
steadily until 1969, remained stable at approximately 27 percent through
1973. and dropped to 24.4 percent in 1974. The share of the next 20 in-’
stitutions was essentially unchanged over the entire period at roughly
26 percent. while the share of all other universities increased until
1969, remained at approximately 47 percent through 1973, and in-
creased slightly to 49.3 percent in 1974. The share going to the leading
institutions, therefore, has not been diluted significantly during the recent
years of reduced growth in federal R&D expenditures: instead. the
major dilution that did occur was a product of the rapid growth years in
the 1960's.

Similar results have been reported regarding the distribution of federal
support for graduate students by quality rating of graduate program. Al-
though the number of federally supported graduate students declined
markedly between ry 1968 and Fy 1973, the highest rated departments
slightly mcrcascd their proportion of students with federal support over
this period.** Consequently, recent federal policy has nét affected the
highest-rated programs disproportionately.

A brief section in the Special Analyses of the Federal Budget for Fiscal
1976 discusses federal outlays for higher education by type of institu-
tion—2-year, other undergraduate, and graduate and professional. This
section captures in a summary fashion the declining priority of graduate
education relative to undergraduate education in the Administration's
proposed budget. and hence bears quotation:

‘Fhere 15 o shift in the level of educational institutions benefiting from federal education
expenditures. Outlays for 2 and 4-year institutions will tnerease $1.4 bidlion from 1974 to
# David W. Breneman, Graduate School Adjustments 1o the New Depression’
in Higher Educanon, Techmceal Report No. 3. National Board on Graduate Educa-
tion (Washington, D.C.: National Aeademy of Sciences, 1975). p. 36.
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1976, almost entirely accounting for the increase in federal outlays for higher education
over the 2-year interval, .

More than half of higher education funds, $4.1 billion, are estimated to g0 to 4-year under-
graduate institutions in 1976. Of the remainder, $2.0 bilhon will go to 2-year institutions and
$1.3 billion to graduate and professional schools,?3

We conclude this review of recent trends in federal policy with a few
brief comments on developments within selected agencies that influence
graduate education. These comments are necessarily impressionistic
rather than comprehensive, but we believe they. reflect accurately the
situation in spring 1975.

National Institutes of Health

Funds obligated for subsidies, grants, and contracts (i.e., funds for which
universities can compete) totaled $1.32 billion in Fy 1974, fell to an
estimated $1.07 billion in Fy 1975 (- 19 percent), and are included in the
Fy 1976 budget request at $1.1 billion.?! When inflation is taken into
account. the drop in real terms is substantially larger than these current
dollar figures indicate. NIH training grants averaged approximately $130
million in the early 1970°s. but the Administration’s Fy 1976 budget re-
quest declined to approximately $87 million. At that level. the majority of
the Fy 1976 funds would support continuing trainees rather than new
graduate students.*® The N-tional Rescarch Act.*® signed into law in
summer 1974, terminated the existing authority for training grar.ts on June
30. 1975. with the amount and distribution of subsequent grants to be
determined each year on the basis of estimated national manpower needs.
The National Academy of Sciences was requested in the legislation to
prepare this annual estimate of need, and the process is so new, it is
difficult to predict what future levels of awards will be.

National Science Foundation

This agency remains a strong source of support for various aspects of
graduate education, including support for basic research. seminars.

# United States Office of Management and the Budget. Special Analyses, Budget
of the United States Government, Fiscal Year 1976 (Washington. D.C.: United
States Government Printing Office, 1975) p. 150,

! Pata provided by United States National Institutes of Health,

# Commssion on Human Resources. National Research Counul. Personnel Needs
and Training for Biomedical and Behaviord Rescarch (Washington, D.C.: National
Academy of Sciences. June 1975). p. 26 and p. 36. Data for Fy 1976 provided by
U.S. National Institutes of Health.

¥ Public Law 93348, 93rd Congress, H.R, 7724, July 12. 1974,

.
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travel, fellowships, and research assistantships. NSF's nationally competi-
tive predoctoral fellowship program has stabilized at 500 new starts per
vear: .recent attempts to increase that number have been unsuccessful.
A small program of energy-related trainceships was recently begun. The
critical mood in Congress toward basic research flared up in the surpris-
ing passage by the House of Representatives in April 1975 of the Bauman
Amendment to the Ns¥ authorization, which would require the Founda-
tion to submit lists of proposed research projects to Congress every 30
days for review before approval. Although not enacted into law, this
episode caused Dr. Guyford Stever, Director of the Foundation, to ob-
serve that " Times are changing: I think the scientific community should
be realistic about that.”’*?” Congress and the public are asKing what they
are getting for their money spent on research. Stever went on to state that
the Bauman Amendmentis *" . . . abigger turning point than the Mansfield
amendment.'"*® which altered the Department of Defense policies for ex-
penditure on basic research.

National Endowment for the Humanities

This relatively new agency has not yet demonstrated any significant
institutional concern for the vitality of humanities graduate education
comparable, for example, to.the role that the National Science Founda-
tion plays with respect to graduate science education. The agency has
thus far rejected all recommendations that it begin a modest program of
competitive predoctoral fellowships in the humanities, complementing
the NSF fellowship program in the sciences. NEH has begun to take
tentative steps, however, to support the collection of data on doctoral
programs in fields under its purview, which will allow studies of graduate
education to cover all fields,.not just the sciences (NSF has for years
supported an active data collection effort on trends in graduate science
education).

U.S. Office ‘of Education.

The termination of the NpEA Title IV Fellowship program, administered
by UsOE, largely eliminated this agency from active concern with specific
graduate programs. Graduate students borrow under the Guaranteed
Student Loan Program and the National Direct Student L.oan Program,
both administered by USOE, but these are not primarily graduate pro-
grams. The remaining Title 1V programs administered by this agency are

27 “News and Comment,” Science, Vol. 188, No. 4186, 25 April 1975, p. 339.
™ Ibid. :
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almost exclusively directed toward undergraduate student aid, leaving
this agency with virtually no Tocus on graduate education. Similarly, the
Congressional committees that are directly concerned with USOE pro-
grams, the Subcommittee on Education of the Senate Committee on
Labor and Public Welfare and the Subcomniittee on Postsecondary Edu-
cation of the House Education and Labor Committee, have paid essen-
tially no attention to graduate education in recent years.

-

Office of Management and the Budget

The dominant view expressed by this key agency in recent years is that
graduate education is a form of investment in human capital, with the
benefits primarily private, not social. Consequently, in this view, there is
little justification for federal subsidy in the forn: of fellowships: instead,
the student-investor should pay for his/her own education, borrowing if
necessary or working as a research or teaching assistant. With-regard-to
the support of rescarch, universities are viewed as one among many types
of competing institutions that can provide useful information to mission-
oriented federal agencies. Research results are a commodity that the
agencies can purchase as necessary from universities or any other compe-
tent supplier.

A Final Comment

The changes in federal policy and financing noted above have had many
effects on graduate education and rescarch, some of which have been
noted in prior NBGE reports.®¥ We wish to highlight here one further
tssue that is emerging at the graduate level as a result of the reduced
federal support for graduate students—the growing significance of tuition
differentials between public and private universities and the influence of
these price differences on student enroliment decisions. One of the major,
although probably madvertent, effects of the federal policy decision to
reduce subsidy of graduate students has been to place the private uni-
versities in an increasingly difficult competitive position on the basis of
price. We -discuss -this -issue further. in Chapter 3, but we believe -that. -
this important side effect of federal policy should be mentioned here
as well.

b F e N

# National Board on Graduate Education, [federal Policy Alternatives toward
Graduate Educanion {(Washington. D.C.. Nanonal Academy of Sciences. 1974). and
David W, Breneman. Gradnate School  Admstments to the “'New Depression™
i Higher Education, Techmeal Report No. 3. Natonal Board on Graduate Educa-
uon (Washington. D.C.. Navonal Academy of Sciences, 1975),
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DEVELOPMENTS IN THE STATES

Issues of accountability . costs, efficiency ., program cvaluation, and dupli-
‘cation of effort have been the domjnant-themes in most state discussions
of graduate education in the 1970°s. In several states. graduate programs
in public -universities have been phased out on the busis of statistical
evaluations of low degree productivity, in others, no new graduate pro-
grams have been allowed. The State Department of Education in New
York began a detailed review of doctoral programs, field by field. climj-
nating those programs judged to be lacking in quality. The California De-
partment of Finance submitted doctoral programs within the University
of California to intense scrutiny of time-to-degree and attrition, compar-
ing the U.C. system to several other universities on these productivity
measures®®, a major change 1n the state’s budgeting system was proposed
as a result of this analysis. In Missouri, Governor Christopher Bond
called for creation of an ucademic common market among states in that
1egion to reduce the number of doctoral programs required in each state.
These are but three examples of the types of action being taken in the
states that, coupled with the declining role of the federal government,
enhance the importance of state policy in shaping graduate education,
Constraints of time and resources made it impossible for NBGE to under-
tuke or to sponsor a thorough study of trends in state policies toward
graduate education, in this brief section, we draw on two recent reports
sponsored by the Education Commission of the States (£CS) for further
insight into trends and issues at the state level. .

Comparative data over time on state expenditures for higher education
by institutional type are notoriously unreliable because of changing cate-
gories and defimtions, but a recent survey by Lyman Glenny and James
Kudder provides evidence that public advanced graduate universities
have received a steadily declining propornon of total state appropriations
for higher education institutions over the period 1963-1973,*! as Figure |
shows.

A recent LCS Task Force report, The States and Graduate Education,
stressed the following points*:

" Quality and Productivity in Graduate Education at the University of California.
Budgel Polivy Recommendations,” Report PR-92 (Sacrumento. California. State Depart-
ment of Finance. June 1974).

‘UNote that bigure [ reports the proportion of state approptiations iecenved. not the
absolute amount, nor are the data normabized for enrollments.

2 E ducation Commission of the States, Tash Foree on Graduate Education, The States
and  Graduate  Fadwcation, Report No. 59 (Denver. Colorado. Education Commis-
sion of the States, 1975).
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Public Advanced Graduate
and Research Universities

Public Other Universities and Colleges

-

Percentages

Public Two-Year Colleges

| | { | | I |
1963 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973

FIGURE 1 Total state appropriations for institutional types (public) as a percentage of
total state appropriations for public institutions of higher education: United States
(1963--1973). sounce: Lyman A. Glenny and James R. Kidder, State Tax Support of
Higher Education: Revenue Appropriation Trends and Patterns 1963-1973 (Denver,
Colorado: Education Commission of the States, April 1974) p. 16. Reprinted with
permission of the Education Commission of the States.

¢ Graduate edycation, including rescarch, 1s essentral 10 the welfare of the states and
the nation. X

o If our valuable resources in graduate education and research are to be wisely hus-
banded and their quality protected and enhanced. it 1s essentral that an effective msti-
tutional, state. and fgdeTal partnership be developed.
+ ® The states have primary responsibility for the basie istitutional support of both
graduate ani undergraduate programs in their public umversities. The federal government
should have primary responsibility for support of research. graduate students and pro-
grams of major national import.

® The states should develop effective qualtalive and quantitative critéria for-review.of
existing graduate programs. elimination of programs. and approval of new programs.

® The state agency in cooperation with mstitutions and programs should encourage the
development of consortia for shared resources among both pubhic and pnivate mstitutions
within the state and region  Regronal planning and shaning among states in the use of re-
sources in graduate (and professional) education and research are essential.

® The unique role of institutions with primarily national onentation can and should be
recognized and provided for.

® Since federal rescarch funds. programmatic and institutional funds. and student funds
have a direct impact on institutional role and scope and thus on state support. it 1s crucial
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that the states not only be consulted but be involved tn federal msututtonal policy develop-
ment, legislative consideration and development and implementation of gwdelines.

o States have a major responsibility through the appropriate state agency in cooperation
with the mstitutions to review and fund graduate programs and research. Such review and
funding should be done n the hght of reasonable entena. taking into account diversity.
need. quality. and output,

e [here can be hittle yustification at the prz.u.nl ume for new doctoral programs that duph-
cate existing ones and for which a pressing need cannot be demonstrated.

These issues, which. with varying degrees of emphasis. are under dis-
cussion in most states. are fundamentally related to the difficult adjust-
ment process-from an era of rapid growth and high priority accorded to
graduate education to one of diminished growth and lower priority. Our
greatest concern is the potential damage to graduate education that could
occur if states succumb to political pressures or adopt simplistic evalua-
tion methods that fail to assess differences in purpose and in quality
among graduate programs. We strongly believe that excellence in scholar-
ship. research, und graduate education, where it currently exists, showld
be mamntained und enhunced, und that graduate programs with an ap-
plied, pracntioner focus, serving the needs of new clientele groups with
different interests from the traditional doetoral student, must also be pro-
vided. There 15 a clear and pressing need for greater and more explicit
differentiation of function among graduate programs in the United States,
with different evaluative criteria applied to programs with different pur-
poses and missions; state policies will be critical to this outcome.

DEVELOPMENTS WITHIN THE GRADUATE COMMUNITY

An activity as large, complex, and varied as graduate education ob-
viously defies simple summary judgments regarding changes in its status.
Graduate education 1s conducted 1n several hundired universities and in
several thousand academic departments and other forms of organization
within those universities, most program decisions are decentralized to the
departmental level, or even to subdepartmental units organized by spe-
cialty, and 1n most disciplines there are no external accrediting agencies
that specify or evaluate program content or quality. In this circumstance,
it is not surprising that the norms and standards established by the
academic disciplines themselves should be largely controlling in deter-
mining the nature of graduate education in English, economics, physics,
and so forth. In most fields, professors look to colleagues within the
discipline for evaluation of graduate programs and of research, and the
socralization of the apprentice scholar into the mores of the discipline is
one of the principal by-products of doctoral-level education. (Some
anthropologists have argued, only half jokingly, that academic depart-
ments can best be thought of as tribes, exhibiting all of the behavioral
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manifestations of separate cultures.) The presence of deep-seated values .
and attitudes helps to explamn why change in graduate education does |
not occur simply and directly in response to changing external cir- |
cumstances. |

In this section, we limit our discussions to the findings and recom-
mendativns presented in two tewent repotts, an empirical study prepared
for nBGE entitled Graduate School Adjustments to the “*New De-
pression” in Hhigher Education,® and the report of the Panel on Al-
ternative Approaches to Graduate Education, entitled Scholarship for
Sodiery.* We also discuss the current status of the Doctor of Arts
degree. a new practittoner degree designed primarily to prepare teachers
for 2- and 4-year colleges. which has been given considerable financial
support in recent years by the Carnegie Corporation of New York.

The graduate school adjustment study combined statistical analyses of
various measurable tiends n graduate education with site visits to 14
unisversities for interviews with-gracuate deans and with faculty members
in the fields of Lnghsh, economics. chemistry, electrical engineering, and
psychology. One purpose of the study was to determine whether there |
had been significant shifts in graduate enrollments ot financial resources |
among departments of differing quality over the period 1y 1968 to Fy |
1973, and « second purpose was to investigate the types of program |
changes that wete oveurring in response to changing economic and social |
crcumstances. The dominant finding of the statistical analyses was the |
stability in the distribution of students and resources among institutions
over the period under study:

Fhe pertod covered by this study, academic years 1967-1968 through 1972-1973. spanned
the fir! years ol growth and prospenty in gradudte education and the first few years
uf the transition to ai era of slower growth and dunimished resources. The abruptness of
Chanige an the environment of graduate education, incduding the sudden shift fiom «
labor market of exeess demand o one of excess suppiy. and the equally rapid turn-
arvund in federal policy toward support for graduate students and for research, combined
with the continued establishment of new doctoral programs. created . great deal of concern
abuut the futuie bealth wind development of graduate education. Numerous dire predicuons
weie made, stressing thie common theine of the destabihzing and potenually disastrous
cffects that Changes an fudeial and state policies were having upon vanpus aspects of
graduate education, The stabistival data we have exanined in this, study. however, pant

toward a remarkable stability and iesiliency 10 lhe graduate schools viewegt as a system,
ity as af a large hand had burne down upon the universities rather evenly, lowening or

YU David W, Breneman, Graduate School Adpustmemts 1o the New  Depression’
w Higher Educanon, Techmeal Report No. 30 Natuonal Board on Graduate Educa-
non (Washington, D.C.: Nattonal Academy of Sciences, 1975).

" Panel on Alternative Approaches o Graduate Lducaton, Scholarship for Society
(Punceton, New Jersey. Educational Testing Service. [973).
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invdulating activity levels in several disciphnes but not redistnibuting enroliments or re-
sources among the mshitutions to any significant extent,>*

The findings of this study suggest that graduate education is stronger
and more resilient than many have thought. at least in terms of those
items that can be easily measured quantitatively. The study was not able,
however. to assess changes in quality of graduate education that may
have occurred in recent years.

On the basis of interviews in 70 academic departments and with 14
graduate deans. the study reached the following conclusion with regard
to program change: -

The financial stress and changing labor market conditions eaperienced by departments in
the  Arts and Sciences  disaplines have not stunulated many major program changes.
Rather, must departments visited in the course of this study seem to be following a con-
servative,  enclave ' ostrategy designed to maintain the status quo, During the site visits
hittle evidence was vbserved vt Jeadership on the part of graduate fuculty or admimstrators
in pressing fur o re-examination of the goals and purposes of the vanous graduate
prograsus.>*

We attribute ths finding to several features of graduate education and to
the transitional period covered by the study:

I. As currently organized. graduate education is not designed for rapid
change in program content or structure. The decision-making process
functions by committee and by consensus. not by administrative fiat.

2. In many disciplines. alternative models for graduate education have
not been clearly articulated or defined. Standards of quality for the prep-
aration of scholars and researchers are generally understood and ac-
cepted within each discipline. programs that break with that tradition are
suspect, and this contributes to a conservative stance in many depart-
ments. Hence. promotion and salary improvement practices often dis-
courage mnovations, even where individual faculty members are willing
to undertake change.

3. For many graduate programs, the degree of financial stress in recent
years has not been so severe that survival has been at stake. Applica-
tions for graduate study have remained strong in most fields, and ways
have been found to finance graduate students. Paradoxically. under such
circumstances departments will tend to place high priority on the ““core™
parts of the program. elimmating those activities. such as interdisciplin-
ary studies. that were begun in more affluent times.

8 David W, Breneman. Graduate School Adjustments to the " New Depression™ in Higher
Educanon, Techmeal Report No. 3. National Board on Graduate Education (Washington.
D.C.: National Academy of Scicnces. 1975), p. 78.

¥ thid.. pp. 2-3.
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4. There was considerable uncertainty and disagreement within most
universities regarding the likely duration and severity of the financial
squeeze, coupled with an equal disagreement over projected trends in the
Ph.D. labor market. Departments that thought the decline was temporary
were unlikely to initiate major program changes.

Some of these factors have begun to change, while others will prove
more resistant. We believe.that graduate education is capable of adapting
.positively to a new environment, although not so rapidly as some would
like. We return to this subject in the next chapter, where it becomes
the central issue. '

Publication of Scholarship for Society, areport of the Panel on Alterna-
tive Approaches to Graduate Education; served to stimulate discussion of
change in graduate education. The report, sponsored by the Council of
Graduate Schools and the Graduate Record Examinations Board, has .
been widely read and debated on university campuses. Often visionary in
content and style. the flavor of the report can be gathered from the
following discussion of the future graduate students:

The composiion and activities of the future student body will differ significantly from
those typical today. but there will be many continusties. The student population will be
fwrly evenly divided between the sexes. at least 20 percent of its number will be drawn
from nunornity groups. because of carcer recychng and new patterns of recurrent educa-
tion. the ages of students will correspond more closely to those of the general population,
Settings for graduate work will be vanous. and there will be a sense of the campus as one
resource center among many. A doctoral candidate in political science might have ajobina
store-front civic hteracy center m a low income housing project. a doctoral candidate in
socral psychology might work in a neighborhood educational counseling center: a doctoral
vandidate th comparative hierature nught teach 1in a remedial reading chnic. candidates in
biology and chemistry might team up to study and correct detenioration in the local
environment,
Fradiional methods of evaluating student performance will be supplemented. and in some
instances replaced. by continuous processes of critical interaction among teachers. stu-
dents, and others as members of teams working toward shared goals, and by new modes
of communication between learners and teachers flowing from technological advances. it
. will be standard practice for students and teachers alihe to examine the social implications
of projected rescarch. Students whose community experience leads them to perceive a need
for soual change will participate 1 attempts to secure the necessary change. recognizing |
the pertinence of such efforts to the education of competent professionals. Wherever possi- |
ble. course work and tndependent research wall be joined orgamcally with student-faculty
problem-solving efforts. Stages 1 a person’s career as graduate student—completion of |
residencies, scheduling of exeminattons. termiation points of indwvidual resesrch—will be |
deteromned n part by the rhythms of progress in the team effort engaging him: |
catitlog-specified requirements will serve as guidelines. but not as law.*? ‘

3 panel on Alternatine Approaches to Graduate Education. Sclolarshup for Sadiety
(Princeton, New Jersey: Educational Testing Service, 1973)., pp. 51-52.
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The report contains 26 recommendations covering such topics as clarifi-
cation of mission among graduate schools, the problem of access., in-
equitics and onusstons 1n the reward system, nonacademic experience as
a resvuree for learning and teaching, and the use of new and neglected
media. Many of the recommendations crystallize ideas fairly widely held
and often expounded. e.g.:

® Graduate institutions and programs should undertahe now o ainve at publicly articu-
lated starements of thar goals and funcuons.

¢ Graduate snstitations should encourage reseaich and innovation an the ficld of educa-
tin  There s paiticular aced tor jescarch i the teaching learning process and the proper
use of emerging rechnological ads for instruction.

o Efforts at recruiting able nununity people and women (o graduate taculties and student
bodies should be intensificd by every possible means.

® Course sequences. teswlence regulations, and other instititional requirements should
be adapted to mieet the needs of students with famly responsibilitics, adult learneis, pro-
fessionals. thuse furced (o pursuc their studics internuttently . and wthers whose admission W
graduate education and preferred patteins of study differ trom thuse tegarded as standard,

Other recommendations are, in our view, less persuasive—e.g.:

Al

e Incvery Josupline. and especially at the PhoD. fesel. graduate traimng should include,
for Wl candidate « who du not alicady possess such eaperience. o deliberate and significant
component of discipline-relisted work outside the university walls.

e Experts possessing cdicer achievements in problem-solving should be appomted to
graduate faculies, whether ur nut they can present the wsual acadenne gualifications.,

e When o fuculty incmiber, in submiting evidence of accomplishment. cites participation
N communiy senlute, sabary and lenate teviewers should gecept evaluation of the pes-
furmance by the teaches s colleagues. buih academic and non-academic, in the undertaking
tn qtiestion

The report’s significance. however. is not a function of its individual
recommendations but of its general tone and approach and its positive
outlook regarding new vppurtunities for graduate education inits service
to society. The moud within the graduate community during the lust five
yeary has been one of distress, frustration. and uncertainty, and these
attitudes can paralyze thought and action if new ideas and new ap-
proaches are not forthcoming. The outlooh for much of traditional
graduate education 1s not reassuting, and thus the hines of development
endorsed by the Panel vn Alternative Approaches to Graduate Education
deserve serivus debate and expenimentation. We interpret the report as
urging « plurality of approaches to graduate education and a greater Ji-
versity amuang universities in the focus of graduate programs. a point
of view that we strongly endorse.

The recent history of the Doctor of Arts (D.A.) degree., a doctoral-
level degree for teachers in 2- and 4-year colleges. provides insight into
the process of change in graduate education. This degree program has
been developed in response to criticisms of the Ph.D. as tou specialized
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TABLE 7 Status of the Doctor of Arts Degree

Year and Question- Offering the Planning to Consudering
Month of naires/ D.A. Offer the Offering the
Survey Responses Degree D.A. Degree  D.A. Degree
March 1970 3001267 3 27 46
November 1971 3001272 16 I 60
November 1972 3117293 20 7 33
January 1974 3171300 22 3 23
January 1975 350/322 23 6 20

souker Robert H. Koenker. Status of the Doctor of Arts Degree, unpubhshed report, January 21.
1975,

for the purpose of undergraduate instruction. Creation of Doctor of Arts
programs was endorsed by the Carnegic Commission on Higher Educa-
tion, and financial support for planning and for student support at a
number of institutions has been provided by the Carnegie Corporation of
New York. :

The evidence thus far, however. suggests that the degree has not yet
attracted a wide following. Dr. Robert Koenker, Dean of the Graduate
School at Ball State University. Muncie. Indiana, has conducted surveys
of over 300 graduate institutions since 1970. requesting information about
existing Doctor of Arts programs as well as plans for further develop-
ment. Table 7 presents results from five yearly surveys.

Dr. Koenker interprets these data as follows:

‘The number of stitutions offering. planning to offer, or constdening the possibility of
offering the Doctor of Arts degree has remaned about the same 1n the last three years.
In addition, the number of institutions offering doctoral programs which they constder
sinilar to the Doctor of Arts degree has also rematned approximately the same in the last
three years. In the current study, 36 institutions as compared to 50 wn last year's study.
reported that there was sufficient flexibility in existing doctoral programs so that a depart-
ment could offer a D.A. degree type program if it so desired.

It continues to be the author’s opimion, derived matnly from comments made by the
respondents. that more institutions would imtiate Doctor of Arts degree programs. but the
fullowing factors have himited its development. the restnctions placed by state commisstons
of higher educatton on the introduction of new doctoral programs. the oversupply of
doctoral graduates. the finanuial problems which face @ number of institutions of higher
education. a kck-of understanding of the purpose and functions of the D.A. degree, the
relatively large number of institutions which now offer what they consider Doctor of Arts
degree type programs under existing doctoral programs. and & number of additional instatu-
tions reported that there is sufficient flexibility in existing doctoral programs so that a D.A.
degree type program could be offered.**

3* Robert H. Koenker. * Status of the Doctor of Arts Degree.” unpublished report,
Ball State University, Muncie, Indiana, January 1975, p. 2.
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In January 1973, the Carnegie Corporation of New York announced
awards totaling $492,000 to 15 colleges and universities to strengthen re-
cently developed Doctor of Arts programs. In making the awards, the
Corporation noted that **. . . the D.A. is at a critical stage in its develop-
ment,” a theme echoed in the Proceedings of the Second Wingspread
Conference on'the Doctor of Arts Degree, October 8-9, 1973.%¢ We draw
three lessons from the recent experience of graduate education with this
degree:

1. Changes as significant as the creation of a new degree program will
not occur rapidly, particularly when there is disagreement among faculty
members regarding the nature. purposes, and structure of the program.

2. Tighter budgets constrain, rather than encourage, program innova-
tion. Without the substantial support provided by the Carnegie Corpora-
tion, there is little doubt that Doctor of Arts programs would have been
fewer in number and less well-developed at this time. Growth by substi-
tution, i.e., the termination of one activity to provide resources for
another. does occur in higher education, but that process is inevitably
slower than growth by addition.

3. The universities that are. showing greatest interest in developing
D.A. programs are, for the most part, developing universities that do not
have a long history of offering the Ph.D. We see this fact as cvidence
that division of effort and the identification of differentiated program
missions among institutions are occurring at the graduate level. develop-
ments that should be encouraged.

In this chapter, we have reviewed. in a brief and necessarily selective
fashion. several of the major developments bearing on graduate education
during the period of the Board's tenure. When we look back at the
prophecies of doom regarding the future of graduate education that were
expressed by some observers in the carly 1970°s. we are impressed by
the degree of strength and vitality that the graduate enterprise has shown

v in moving through the recent years of declining resources, increasing un-
certainty, and changing government policy. Many challenges lie ahead.
and great resourcefulness. hard work, good will. and dedication will be
required to surmount them: on the basis of our observations and ex-
perience during the last several years, however, we can reaffirm our
carlier assessment:

. In looking to the {uture to see how graduate education and research can perform more
effectively. the fact that we buwild on a strong base should not be ignored. Graduate educa-

W Arthur N. Collins ted.). Anabvtical Models of Doctor of Ans Programs. Proceed-
ings of the Second Wingspread Conference on the Doctor of Arts Degree. October 8-9.
1973 (Washington. D.C.. The Council of Graduate Schools m the United States. 1974).
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tion has been flexible and responyive o many ways. It was the instrument through which
the teachers wete taned for the gicat expansion of secondary and higher education over
the past two decades. Graduate education produced the scientists and engineers for the
-nation’s. excellent-biomedical rescarch programs. -The-nation's.untversities-have-been-the -
site of the broadest and deepest penctration of new fronters of hnowledge sice the
scientific revolution.
Accordingly, we do not view graduate education s beng in a state of neffectis eness
or weakness., On the contrary, it 1s strong in terms of the capdacity of its faculues and the
abihittes of ats students, broad i terms of fickls of learning. sigmificantly responsive to
social needs, intellectually rich an terms of library and research resources, widely dispersed
throughout the nation, and diverse in approach and content. These are assets which mahe it
possible to approach the problems of readjustment to the future with confidence,
Fhese accomphishments are recorded not as a basts for self satisfaciion, nor as a plea for
retention of the status quo. They are stated to emphasize that the tashs of readjustment,
which are real, complicated, difficult, and necessanly slow moving, can be approached
with confidence, **

" Navonal Board on Graduate Educaton. Federal Policy Alternamves tonward
Graduate Education (Washington, D.C.. Natuonal Academy of Sciences. 1974). pp.
26-217.
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2 The Outlook

Forecasts of future develppments that will affect graduate education. in
common with other efforts at social and economic forecasting. must be
viewed with a degree of skepticism for at least two reasons. First, any
survey of past forecasting attempts. whether in the area of manpower
projections of economic projections. reveals that events have generally
overtahen the forecasts within a relatively short time. thereby reducing
the accuracy of the forecasts. Second. although some methodological
improvements have been made. ¢.g.. the development of economic input-
output models and advances 1n econometric technique. social science has
not yet developed forecasting techniques that are either intellectually
compelling or generally accepted. This situation poses particularly diffi-
cult problems for activities such as graduate education where program
development spans many years. major decisions on program direction
made in 1975, for example. may not be fully implemented until the
1980°s. at which time circumstances may have altered significantly from
those forecast earlier. To a considerable degree. this has been the di-
lemma of graduate education in recent years. as the heady forecasts of
virtually limitless growth. prevalent in the 1960°s. went awry in the early
1970°s. stranding many universities with graduate programs in various
stages of development. Hence. the jaundiced view of many educators
toward forecasts is understandable.

The problems caused by unreliable forecasts cannot be solved by ig-
noring them. however. because decisions must be made. and information
about the future. however uncertain. must be a part of those decisions.
Consequently. in this chapter we examine several forecasts (or projec-
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tions) that have significance for graduate education. extracting from them
conclusions that we believe are likely to be most accurate. In the follow-
ing chapter, we develop the implications of this exercise and present
several recommendations based on our view of the outlook.

LABOR MARKET PROJECTIONS FOR NEW PH.D.’'S

Projections of the labor market for new doctorates are among the
dominant factors that influence decision-making about graduate educa-
tion. Student decisions. faculty decisions. institutional decisions, and
governmental decisions are often implicitly, if not explicitly . based on be-
liefs or assumptions about future market conditions. In this section, we
examine recent projections of academic and nonacademic demand for
new doctorates. relate these to projections of supply. and discuss the type
of adjustment problems we foresee for the various disciplines.

Projections of Academic Demand

The size of the traditional college-age group can be projected with con-
siderable accuracy into the 1990°s, and it is the projected decline of the
size of that group. beginning in the carly 1980°s, that has been the basis
of forecasts of declining demand for college faculty (see Table 8). Other
factors. suchas changes in high school graduation rates. college attendance
rates. and student-faculty ratios. however. produce some slippage in a
simple demographic model of faculty demand. Enrollment projections
also vary. depending upon different assumptions about part-time atten-
dance, enrollment by nontraditional age groups. types and amount of fi-
nancial support available, trends in recurrent education, and so forth.
Figure 2. reproduced from the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement
of Teaching report. More Than Survival, shows the extreme variation
that exists among enrollment projections.

In our judgment. the most reliable projections of the academic labor
market are those of Allan M. Cartter. and our discussion in this section
is based largely on his work. Cartter’s forecasts have been published
widely. and we shall not repeat them in detail: for our purposes, his
most significant conclusion is that as few as 3,000 to 5.000 new Ph.D.s.
on average, may find faculty employment annually during the 1980°s.4!
These figures can be compared to current and projected rates of Ph.D.
production in excess of 30,000 annually. At the pessimistic extreme,

" Allan M. Cartter. "An Ovenview of the Acadenuc Labor Markel.” prepared for a
Conference on Graduate Lducation, Manpower and Costs, Urbana, Hhinoss, July 11, 1974,
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therefore, as few as | in 10 new doctorates may secure faculty employ-
ment during the next decade.

In a recent study. Cartter has exanuned two factors—market response
and institutional policy decisions—that could increase the number of
academic positions available for new Ph.D."s in the 1980's to levels as
high as 10,000 to 15.000 annually . ** although we believe the higher figure
(15.000) to be unlikely. The factors he considers are an increased out-
migration of senior faculty from academe. a downward adjustment in
mandatory retirement age. and a decline in the promotion-to-tenure rate
of nontenured faculty. The increase in senior faculty out-migration might
occur if faculty salaries decline relative to professional salaries in non-
academic positions: Cartter notes that a 1 percent annual net outflow of
senior faculty (approximately 4.000) would be sufficient to employ an
additional 10 percent of new doctorates at projected output levels. Of
course, out-meigration of senior faculty will not occur uniformly across
disciplines, i.e.. we would expect this process to provide more positions
for scientists. engineers. and economists than for professors in the
humanities. The other adjustments that Cartter considers are university
responses to reduce the proportion of tenured professors. Cartter points
out. however, that a shift to early retirements would provide a “‘one-
time-only™ benefit in terms of large numbers of new positions created.
while the decline in the promotion-to-tenure rate would help new doctor-
ates at the expense of their untenured peers 5-6 years out of graduate
school.

Projections of Nonacademic Demand

As we observed n an earlier report,*® relatively little is known about the
determinants of nonacademic demand for doctorates: indeed, the subject
is not even clear conceptually, since some forms of nonacademic de-
mand are viewed as “underemployment,” in the sense that doctoral-
level education 1s not required or utilized in the position. Others view
the movement of Ph.D.'s into such positions as *‘enrichment.” and point
to the steady upgrading of educational skills in the labor force during
this century. A further complication arises in fields that have heretofore
placed the vast majority of Ph.D.'s in academic positions: the nature and
determinants of nonacademic demand for philosophers and historians. for

2 Allan M. Carlter and John McDowell, *Changing Employment Patterns and Faculty
Demographics.”” in Allan M. Cartter (ed.). Assuring Acadenuc Progress Without Growth
(San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, Inc., 1975).

3 Nattonad Board on Graduate Education, Doctorate Manpower Forecasts and Policy
(Washington. [).C.: Nutional Academy of Sciences, 1973), p. 13.
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TABLE 9 Comparisons of 1980 Projections of pap Expenditures (in billions of dollars)
from Several NsF Studies

Percent Difference
between 1975 and

Projected Expendi- 1975 1971 1969 1971 1969
tures for R&D Report Repoit Repornt Report Report
Low S3L14 $48.5 $36.2 47.3% 16.4%
High . 50.9 24 63.7 36.3

source. National Science Foundation. Prajections of Suence and Engineening Doctorate Supply and
Utilization. 1980 and 1985 (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office. 1975), p. 28.
"The 1975 report did not include a low and a high projection.

example. are far from clear analytically, although we know that few
Ph.D.’s in those or any other fields will be literally unemployed.

One important factor that has in the past determined the bulk of dis-
cipline-related nonacademic employment for doctoral-level scientists and
engineers is the level of national R&D expenditures. In their most recent
projection of doctorate supply and utilization, the National Science
Foundation projects R&b expenditures to grow at an average annual
rate of 1.4 percent (in constant dollars) between 1972 and 1985, increas-
ing from $29.1 billion to $34.7 billion (in 1972 prices) over this period.**
This is an extremely low rate of increase relative to the rates that pre-
vailed during the late 1950’s and 1960’s and. when coupled with the pro-
jected small increase in academic demand. results in the NSF projection
of growing imbalance between the doctoral-level science and engineering
labor force and discipline-related employment demand.

Estimates of future R&D expenditure are subject to much greater error
than are estimates of future academic demand for faculty, since there is
nothing so solid in the R&D domain as the demographic data that are the
basis of faculty demand projections. Since federal R&D expenditures are
a large part of the total, the level is highly responsive to shifting federal
priorities, e.g.. the decision to Jand 2 man on the moon or to develop nu-
clear power. Table 9, taken from the NsF report, shows how volatile that
agency’s past projections of R&D expenditures in 1980 have been. in re-
ports published in 1969, 1971, and 1975. ‘The 1975 projection. for example,
represents more thana 50 percent reductionin estimated R&D expenditures
in 1980 from the level projected for that year in the 1971 report.

*"The National Science Foundalion, Prujections of Suence and Engineermg
Doctorate Supply  and  Unthzanon. 1980 and 1985, Nauonal Science Foundation
75301 (Washington. D.C.. United States Government Pnnling Office, 1975). p. 21.
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As another index of the uncertainty that surrounds projections of R&D
expenditures, a comparison of actual and projected levels in relation to
GNP is instructive. In the early 1960's, the Bureau of Labor Statistics,
in a study prepared for NSk. projected that R&D expenditures would in-
crease by 123 percent from 1960 to 1970, reaching 3.7 percent of GNP by
1970. In fact, R&D expenditures reached only 2.7 percent of GNP in 1970.
causing the earlier estimate of scientist and engineering employment to be
off by 237,000 positions.’* By comparison, in the latest NSF projection,
R&D is estimated to grow at one-third the rate of GNP (1.4 percent versus
4.1 percent), resulting in a projected decline in the proportion of GNP de-
voted to'R&D from 2.5 percent in 1972 to 1.8 percent in 1983.4¢ If this pro-
jection proves accurate, nonacademic R&D expenditure will not be the
steadily expanding source of demand for new Ph.D.’s that some have
assumed (or hoped) it would be. Table 10 contains NSF's estimate of the
number of new doctorates expected to gain nonacademic R&D employment
over the period 1972-1985. by broad disciplinary group.

We are not in a position to evaluate the accuracy of this latest NSF
projection in detail. other than to point out that past projections have
been wide of the mark, suggesting that allowance for such error should be
made in this case. We have no reason to dispute the accuracy of the
projected trend in R&D expenditure. however. and we assume that R&D will
continue to decline as a.percentage of GNP in the absence of major new
federal initiatives, not currently foreseen.

Our conclusion regarding the employment prospects for new Ph.D. s in
the next 10 years can be summarized briefly. The two principal sources
of employment for Ph.D.’s that have traditionally made direct use of the
advanced education and research skills provided by doctoral education—
college and university teaching and nonacademic R&D employment—will
fall far short of the likely number of new Ph.D.’s entering the labor
market. Allan Cartter’s analysis suggests that. by the early 1980's, as few
as 3.000-5.000 new Ph.D.’s may find academic employment per year on
average and the NSF projections for the period 1972-1985 indicate that.

on average, approximately 4,000 new doctbrates per year in the sciences
(covering the physical sciences, engineering, mathematics. life sciences,
and social sciences) will secure nonacademic R&D employment. Conse-

* Harold Goldstetn. 'Expenence in Progection of the Demand for Scientists and Engi-
neers,”” unpublished paper prepared for the Seminir on Scientific and Technical Manpower
Projections sponsored by the Nattonal Science Foundation. Hot Springs. Virginta. Apnil
17. 1974,

" The Nauonal Science Foundation. Prgjections of Science and Engineenng Doc-
torate Supply  and  Luhization, 1980 and 1985, Natonal Science Foundation 75-
301 (Washmgton. D.C.. Unued States Government Pnnting Office. 1975). computed from
data on p. § and p. 21,
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TABLE 10 Components of Projected Demand for New Docto-
rates in Nonacademic nap, 1972-1985

Nonacademic

R&D

Ficld (thousands)
Total, afl fields 9.1
" Growth 37
Replacement 17.4
Physical sciences 22.3
Growth 13.9
Replacement 84
Engincering 1.6
Growth T8l
Replacement 3.5
Mathematics 1.2
Growth 0.8
Replacement 0.4
Life sciences 10.1
Growth 6.3
Replacement 3.8
Social sciences 3.9
Growth 2.6
Replacement 1.3

sOURCE: National Science Foundauon, Projections of Science and Engincer-
g Doctorate Supply and Utlization, 1980 and 1985 (Washington. D.C.: U.S.
Government Printing Office. 1975), p. 36.

quently, if these projections are broadly accurate. within 5 years as few
as 7.000-9,000, and probably no more than 15,000-20.000, new Ph.D.’s
per year may secure employment that is closely related to the education
provided in graduate school. (Note that the students who will receive
doctorates in the early 1980°s are those entering graduate programs now.)
In FY 1974, 33.000 doctorate degrees were awarded, and most projec-
tions foresee slow but continuing growth in this number. reaching perhaps
40,000 in the early 1980s. Even if we allow for a substantial margin of
error in each computation, these figures point to a massive (and not
temporary) shift in the labor market for Ph.D.’s during the next decade.

In our opinion, it would be a serious mistake if students, fuculty, de-
partment heads, university administrators. state and federal agencies,
and private foundations ignored or dismissed these projections. Re-
sponsible uc tion and planning must be started now if the potential himan
costs suggested by these projections are to be reduced. In particutar, if
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universities drift through the next 4-5 years in the hope that something
unforeseen will brighten the picture, we foresee a wrenching and ex-
tremely damaging downward adjustment in the 1980's that could be mini-
mized by careful planning and action now.

Projected-Trends in Ph.D. Supply

One of the possible adjustments to the projected supply-demand im-
balance is a decline in doctoral enrollments, as potential graduate stu-
dents react to current (or projected) labor market conditions. In a techni-
cal report to NBGE.'” Freeman and Breneman stressed the importance
of supply-side adjustments and presented evidence from several dis-
ciplines that graduate enrollments have fallen in response to labor market
decline. As noted in the previous chapter, this simple economic approach
predicts student behavior more accurately in some disciplines than in
others. In the physical sciences and in engineering, student response to
the deteriorating labor market has been rapid and pronounced; graduate
enrollments began dropping in the late 1960°s, and in several fields. such
as physics and chemistry, Ph.D. production is down absolutely. Student
response in other disciplines, however, including the humanities, educa-

tion. and several social science fields, does not appear to have been as

pronounced, although some downward adjustment will undoubtedly
occur.

Whether informed student response will be sufficient to bring labor
markets into closer balance in the 1980°s is not clear, although this seems
more likely to occur in fields such as physics and chemistry than in
English or history. In disciplines that have traditionally placed a large
proportion of Ph.D.’s in nonacademic jobs, a cyclical pattern could de-
velop if R&D expenditures were to increase substantially (counter to NSF
projections) in the early 1980’s; a shortage of new science Ph.D.’s is even
conceivable. and should that occur, we would expect to see an increase in
science graduate enrollments at that time. A pattern of oscillation be-
tween shortage and surplus over 5-6-year intervals has been documented
in the past, and this could continue in certain science and engineering
disciplines. This cyclical process of labor market adjustment creates
problems for graduate programs, since there is a continual, if predictable,
disequilibrium. however, the process tends to be self-correcting. and the
affected disciplines increasingly understand the pattern and can adjust
accordingly.

" Richard B. Freeman and David W, Breneman. Forecasting the Ph.D. Labor Markel.

Prfalls for Policy. Techmeal Report No. 20 National Board on Graduate Educa-
tion (Washington, D.C.: National Academy of Sciences, 1974).
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A different and more troublesome pattern occurs in fields that lack a
substantial nondacadenue demand for their doctorates. The humanities
and many social science disciplines have traditionally placed 85-90 per-
cent of their Ph.D."s n college and umversity teaching. In such cases,
if a Jdrop in demand for new Ph.D.’s leads to a reduction in graduate
cmiollments, that depresses the market more by further reducing the de-
mand for faculty. In these fields. a supply reduction generates further
demand reduction, a process that could lead to a substantial contraction
of the disciplines in question during the next decade. Maintaining strong
graduate programs in ficlds that have traditionally placed most doctorates
in college and university teaching will be one of the most difficult and
challenging tasks facing the university during the 1980°s.

PROSPECTS FOR GRADUATE STUDENT FINANCIAL SUPPORT

If the lubor market projections discussed above prove broadly accurate,
then it is only reabstic to assume that prospects for graduate student fi-
nancial support will not improv e. Shortages of highly educated manpower
prompted the high levels of federal fellowship and traineeship support in
the past. and the end of those shortages led to the termination of many
federal support programs. While the principle of ensuring equal educa-
tional vpportunity has resulted in need-based student-aid programs at the
undergraduate level in order to overcome financial barriers to college
attendance, there is no indication at present that this quasi-entitlement
coneept will be extended to the graduate level. The time may come when
the steady advance of knowledge and the increasing complexity of our
society will make some form of graduate education a virtual necessity for
lurge numbers of the populace, and when that day arrives (but not be-
fore), we would expect federal legislation creating a Graduate Oppor-
tunity Grant program similar to the undergraduate Basic Educational
Opportunity Grants.

We noted in the previous chapter the rapid increase in recent years in
the number of graduate and professional students supported under the
ol Bill. As the number of eligible veterans declines over the next few
years. this source of support will diminish as rapidly as it grew. The
data provided by the Veterans' Administration do not permit detailed
analysis of the distribution of supported students among disciplines. in-
stitutions, or degree level (i.e., master's versus Ph.D. versus profes-
sional). and therefore it is impossible to predict with any accuracy the
impact of diminished support from this source. It seems clear, however,
that the loss of funds that have suppoited over 200,000 graduate and pro-
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fessional students in Fy 1975 will have a sharply contractive effect on
the number of students enrolled.

Two other major sources of graduate student support, teaching and re-
search assistantships. require part-time work in return for a stipend and,
in some cases, tuition waiver. The number of graduate students sup-
ported by these assistantships will depend primarily on the level of under-
graduate enrollments and on the level of sponsored research within the
universities, assunung that no major change in the organization of under-
graduate instruction or research activity occurs. If undergraduate enroll-
ments decline absolutely during the 1980’s. so may lhe number of teach-
ing assistantships. the spread of faculty and teaching assistant unioniza-
tion may also affect the numbers of such positions. Should full-time
graduate enrollments contract substantially, faculty workload would shift
toward increased undergraduate instruction. both reducing the-demand
for teaching assistants and increasing the unit costs of undergraduate
education. It is difficult to predict the outcome of these multiple forces,
but the general tendency seems to be toward either stable or slightly
declining numbers of teaching assistantships in the next decade.

A complicating factor in projecting the likely number of rescarch
assistantships is the possibility that principal investigators will increas-
ingly shift from graduate students to postdoctoral research associates on
project grants. When new Ph.D.’s are available for such positions. there
is strong economic incentive favoring their employment in place of grad-
uate students. who are not as well trained (and hence are less produc-
tive) and who can only work part-time. Extrapolated to an extreme, one
can envisage senior professors and postdoctoral research associates
carrying out research in institutes that are increasingly separated from
the educational programs of the university, both graduate and under-
graduate. Should this occur, the distinguishing feature of graduate edu-
cation in the United States, its complementarity and close linkage with
undergraduate education and research, would be lost, and the vitality of
the university as an institution would suffer. If such a change does not
occur, however, research assistantships should roughly follow the level
of sponsored research activity.

Graduate student support has also been provided from lhe university's
own funds and from private foundations. but both of these sources can be
expected to decline. We see no obvious end to the financial pressure
facing universities, and, as long as such pressures continue, there js little
iikelihood that reduced support from other sources can be offset by re-
allocation of university funds. Among private foundations, the Ford
Foundation has provided the largest amount of graduate student support
in recent years, first, by its contribution of over $52 million to the
Woodrow Wilson National Feliowship Program from 1957 to 1967, and,
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more recently, with grants of over $41 million.to several institutions to
support doctoral students in the humanities and social sciences. With
the end of this last program in 1975, the Foundation has completed its
major program of graduate student support, and the recent announcement
of cutbacks in expenditure within the Division of Education and Research
makes 1t clear that no new programs of this magnitude can be expected
in the foreseeable future.

The final source of support is self-finance, through a combination of
part-time employment. savings, family support, spouse’s earnings, and
loans. The proportion of graduate students who are primarily self-
financing has increased steadily in recent years,*® and this trend can be
expected to continue. As a matter of public policy, we believe that some
increase in self-support 1s reasonable: the benefits of advanced education
are both private and social, but the social benefits produced by support-
ing large numbers of graduate students with public money. have declined
as labor market shortages have ended. Under this circumstance, some re-
duction in the proportion of cost borne by the public should be expected.
The great practical difficulty lies in-ensuring equity among students as an
increased proportion of the costs are transferred to them. The impact of
raising the private cost of graduate education, however, will surely be to
reduce the number who enroll full-time.

All of these factors point toward a contraction in full-time doctoral en-
rollments over the next several years and a likely increase in part-time
enrollment, as students combine graduate study with off-campus employ-
ment. Master's-level work. with an applied, career-oriented focus is also
likely to increase. particularly in large urban centers. The reduction of
subsidy and the increased need to borrow will force more graduate stu-
dents to view ther education explicitly in investment terms, and this will
produce presstures to rationalize graduate education in terms of course
content. degree requirements. timing of course offerings, and so on, In
the long run. the increased private costs borne by graduate students may
do more to alter the nature of graduate education than any other force.

NEW CLIENTELES FOR GRADUATE EDUCATION

In our discussion thus far. we have stressed the changing labor market
facing graduates with advanced degrees and the associated reduction in
public subsily for graduate students. A third broad social force that we
believe will impinge incicasingly on graduate education is an ever greater

“ National Board on Uraduate Edacation, federal Policy  Alternatives  toward
Graduate Educanon (Washington, D.C.. National Academy of Suences. 1974), p. 47.
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diversity in the people seeking some form of postbaccalaureate educa-
tion. Older students, fully employed students. part-time students, non-
residential students-—these are the groups that hold the promise for
growth and expansion in graduate education during the next decade. (As
Table 8. p. 30. shows, the decline in the 18-24 age group in the 1980°s
will be accompanied by a large increase in the 25-44 age group.) A re-
orientation of parts of our *‘system’ of graduate education to meet the
needs of these new and expanding clienteles is-essential,

A recent internal evaluation of the status of women in graduate educa-

tion at the University of Michigan' evolved into a broader study of

problems facing “*nontraditional’* graduate students. since women have
tended to fall disproportionately into that category. The report included
several examples of the nontraditional graduate student:

® The mature persun who wishes to change careers o1 to begin tramung after rinsing o
family. but who may need academic refreshing before qualifying for regular admission
1o a graduate department:

® The parent responsible for homs and small children who cannot attend an edu-
catonal program full-time:

® The professional (such as the employed engineer. public administrator, or pharmacist)
who wishes to upgrade her.or lus.hnnwledge and shills without earming another degree,

® The single parent who wishes to prepare for « professional career through advanced
traiming but who must continue to earn through part-iume employment,

Several barriers to participation in graduate study for such individuals
were noted:

® Tinanuad aid ehigioility regulations do not menuon part-ime students and explicitly ex-
ude students who have been granted special admissions status to refresh their acadene
skills;

® Course scheduling and articulation are often planned for traditional students and cannot
be adjusted 1o suit the schedules of nonstraditonal students:

® Tew departments provide academie advising specifically geared to the needs of the
nonstraditional student;

® University-supported child cure facilities do not exist:

o Conunuing graduate enrollment status 1s not avalable to students who wish to take
graduate level courses, but do gut dewire adnussion to speufic departments or degree
programs.

The report concluded with several recommended policy changes designed
to eliminate or reduce these barriers to participation. ’

NBGE investigated in detail one potential new clientele group—com-
munity college faculty members—sby sponsoring a conference on co-

¥ Committee to Study the Status of Women in Graduate Education and Later Careers.
The Higher, The Fewer (Ann Arbor, Michigan: The Horace H. Rackham School of
Graduate Studies. March 1974),
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operative approaches to community college staff development.®™ The
conference focuved on the need for graduate programs. both preservice
and in-service. that meet certan needs of fuculty members in the 2-year
institutions.

At the preservice level. many community colleges have resisted em-
ploying Ph.D.’s. even though individuals with doctorates have recently
been available. Although several factors are involved, it is clear that
current Ph.D. programs do not prepare people in an optimal fashion for
teaching positions in most community colleges. Furthermore, many cur-
rent community college faculty members want to return to the university
for additional graduate work. but they seek programs that will help them
be more effective in teaching the diverse and rapidly changing student
body in the community colleges. An ideal type of in-service graduate
program might combine further disciplinary courses with seminars on
more effective ways to present materials, a one-year residency at the
university with additional work in evening or summer courses. and a dis-
sertation focused on the teaching of the subject. '

A well-designed doctor of arts program would meet many of these
needs. but such programs are not yet widely available. Many people in
the community colleges have concluded that universities are not in-
terested in developing programs to mect these needs, and there has been
active discussion within the American Association of Community=Junior
Colleges (aacsc) of establishing for community college staff development
regional centers not associated with any university. The participants at
the NBoL conference agreed that the 1esources for mounting suceessful
in-service progriams were present in existing institutions and that separate
regional centers wotld not be necessary if cooperative progiams between
the university and community college can be developed. We recomumend
that « significant number of universities tahe the mtiam e in exploring
the potentiad for such programs i their regions, covperating cosel
with the community=junior colleges in the service area.

No one can be certain how extensive the demand for various forms of
postbaccalauteate education will be on the part of those groups that have
heretofore not patticipated heavily in graduate education. Some studies
have suggested 4 high degree of interest.”” but that is not the same as

S VL Martorana, William Toombs, and David W, Breneman (eds. . Gruduate Educa-
on and Communits Colleges. Couperative Approuches to Communmts College
Stall Davcdopmient, {echnical Repon Noo 5, Natwnal Board un Giaduate  Lducation
(Washigton, D.C.: Natonal Academy of Sciences, 1975).

' For example, David P Gardner and Joseph Zelan, A Strategy tur Change in Higher
Fducation. The Extended University of the University of California,  paper prepared for
the Conference un | utuie Stiuctares of Post Secondary Education, oLeo, Pans, June 26-29,
1973, and Stewart Ldelsten, Hannah Kiephin, Leland Medsher, Janet Ruyle, «nd John
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final enrollment demand. Not do we think that all universities should
attempt to develop programs targeted at these potential new clientele
groups. We do think, however, that a substantial amount of experimenta-
tion should be encouraged so that more can be learned about the types of
programs that are wanted and the conditions required for success. Un-
doubtedly . many of the ideas currently being discussed under the rubric
of “"nontraditional’” graduate education will be tested and found want-
ing: however, suceessful programs are certain to develop as universities
channel their cfforts in this direction, and these cuan serve as models
for others.

EXPANDED ACCESS TO GRADUATE EDUCATION FOR WOMEN
AND MINORITY-GROUP MEMBERS

We foresce a continued expanston in the number of women and minority-
group members seeking professional careers that require some form of
graduate education. Although it has been common to compare the situa-
tion for women and for minorities in reports concerned with education,
access to jobs, and career development. it was not helpful to consider
both groups n « stngle report on participation in graduate education. The
issues and problems are sufficiently different to require separate treat-
ment.

Recent figures reveal that minority persons have largely not been in-
cluded in opportunitics for advanced study. While minority men and
women comprise more than 15 percent of the total U.S. population, they
represent less than 6 percent of all students enrolled in master’s and
doctoral programs in graduate schools.” Blacks. Chicanos, Puerto
Ricans. and American Indians born in this country earned less than 5
percent of total doctorates awarded in 1973-1974.** Moreover. minority
persons are unevenly distributed in disciplinary fields of study: for ex-
ample. blacks recenved. less than 2 percent of all doctorates conferred in
the natural science fickls but earned more than 8 percent of doctorates

“awarded in education in 1973-1974.3¢

Shea. Extended Opportunties for u College Degree. Practice. Problems, and
Potentials (Berheley. Colf.. Center fur Research and Desclopment in Higher Educa
tion. November 1974), p. 327.

2 Llane H. El-Khawas and Joan L. Kinzer. Enrollment of Minority  Graduate
Students a1 Ph.D. Granng  Insututions. Higher Lducation Panel Reports. No.
19 (Washington, D.C.: Amencan Counell on Education, 1974), p. 11

 Andlysts of data trom Doctorate Revords File, National Research Council. National
Acadenty of Seiences, Washington, D.C.
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The reasons underlying this situation are many and complex. Individual
circumstances, such as financial constraints, family obligations. poor un-
dergraduate preparation, inudequate counseling, and low self-confidence,
may affect all students (minority and nonminority) and thus prevent
graduate school attendance. For minority persons. however, such handi-
caps are likely to be of greater magnitude, more common. and mutually
reinforcing. Moreover, barriers to minority participation are in large part
a legacy of historical inequities.

In recent years the number of minority students receiving bachelor’s
degrees has increased sharply. With the availability of a pool of qualified
candidates for advanced study, efforts to increase participation at the
graduate level are now feasible. Current efforts are fragmented and in-
adequate, however, und are constrained by such factors as legal uncer-
tainties, lach of naiional leadership, and financial pressures. NBGE has
recently prepared a detailed report, Minority Group Participation in
Graduate Education, that analyzes the present status of minorities in
graduate education, including discussion of barriers to participation, af-
firmative action and legal issties, and current activities to increase minor-
ity-group participation in graduate education.** Recommendations for ac-
tion by colleges and universities. state and federal governments, pro-
fessional societies, philanthropic foundations, and industry are contained
in that report,

Women's participation in higher education and in the academic labor
market has been the subject of numerous recent studies and research
reports.® At the graduate level, the major concerns have been the
following:

1. As the title of one recent study. The Higher, The Fewer, suggests.
women's participation in educition declines steadily as one moves up the
academic degree ladder.

2. Although most studies have found little, if any. evidence that

Y Natwondl Board on Graduate Lducation, Minoras Group  Participation i Grud-
wale Fducation (Washmgton, D.C.. National Academy of Sciences, forthconung),

** Major sihudies include Helen S Astin, The Woman Doctorate or Amenca (New Yorh.
Russell Sage Foundation, 19695, Camnegie Commussion on Higher Educauan, Opportion-
ties for Women 1w Hhigher Educaon (New Yark, McGraw-Hill Book Co.. 1973). Saul
D. Feldman, Escape from the Dall’s House (New Yark, McGraw-Hill Book Co., 1974),
W. Todd Furmiss and Patncie Albjerg Graham (eds.). Women m Higher Education
(Washington. D.C.. Amencan Council on Educatian, 1974). Alice S. Rosst and Ann Calder-
wood (eds.), Acadenue Women on the Mave (New  Yorh, Russell Sage Foundation,
19733, and Coamnutice to Study the Status of Women in Graduate Education and Later
Carcers, The lhgher, The Fewer (Ann Arbor, Michigan: The Hoarace H. Ruckham
School of Graduate Swdies, March 1974).
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TABLE 11 Total Ph.D.’s Awarded and Ph.D.’s Awarded to Wo-
men, £Y 1967-Y 1974

Ph.D.'s Awarded

Total 10 Women

Ph.D.s
Fiscal Year Awarded No. Percent
1967 20.384 2,440 12.0
1968 22916 2.931 12.8
1969 25.728 3.387 13.2
1970 29479 3.970 13.5
1971 31.841 4.594 14,4
1972 33.001 5.282 16.0
1973 33.727 6.071 18.0
1974 33.000 6415 19.4

source: Natonal Research Council. Doctorate Records File.

women arce discriminated against in graduate admissions. women have
experienced much higher attrition rates than men enroute to the Ph.D.

3. The distribution of female graduate students is highly skewed
toward the humanities and education, with very few women enrolled in
the physical sciences. engineeting, or n certain social sciences. such as
economics.

4. Women doctorates. as a group. have not done so well as men in
academic piacements, career progression, or in salary,

Over the period 1920-1972, more than 400,000 doctorates were awarded
by U.S. universities, and women received approximately 50,000 (12.5
percent) of these degrees. Futthermore, over this period there was rela-
tively little deviation n the annual proportion of doctorates awarded to
women. Very recently, however, there has been a noticeable increase in
the proportion of doctorates awarded to women, as Table 11 shows.

The distribution of women doctorates among major disciplinary areas
for 1961. 1967. and 1973 is presented in Table 12. These patterns re-
flect society’s stereotypes about “proper’ disciplines and careers for
women, but these stereotypes are rapidly breahing down. As more and
more young women are encouraged by parents. by peers. and by grade
school, high school. and college teachers to consider careers in science,
engincering. business. and law . their numbers in graduate and professional
schools in these areas will increase.

With respect to the labor market. Cartter and Ruhter have reported
evidence of improvement in the quality of first job placement for women
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TABLE 12 Distribution of Women Doctorates by Field, 1961, 1967, 1973

Women Doctlorates
Discipline

(by year) No. Percent ‘Total
Physical sciences -

1961 102 4.4 2.325

1967 211 4.9 4.306

1973 376 7.2 5,238
Engincering

1961 6 0.6 940

1967 8 0.3 2,581

1973 43 1.3 3.338

- Biosciences

1961 187 10.5 1.782

1967 412 13.2 3.116

1973 872 17.2 5.068
Social sciences

1961 265 14.6 1.821

1967 442 14.8 2978

1973 1.241 210 5911
Arts and humanities

1961 267 179 1.495

1967 550 19.4 2.839

1973 1.545 28.8 5.364
Education

1961 373 22,0 1.680

1967 678 19.7 3442

1973 1,783 24.6 7.248
Professional

1961 50 13.6 368

1967 30 4.9 618

1973 200 13.7 1.461
Total

196 1251 12.1 10,411

1967 2,331 1.7 19.880

1973 6.060 18.0 33,628

source: National Research Council, Doctorate Records File.
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Ph.D.’s over the period 1967-1973.37 but the proportion of new women
doctorates 1eporting no specific employment prospects at receipt of the
degree still remains marked!y higher than for men.™ A recent and detailed
self-study at the University of Michigan concluded that, among its own
graduates, “"Women are distinetly disadvantaged in placement at the doc-
_toral level, despite recent publicity about quotas and HEW pressure. Life
“cycle constraints stch as the lack of mobility . child rearing responsibilities.
and a higher incidence of 2-Ph.D. families among women than among men.
appear to affect placement. although single women also experience diffi-
culty.”* We do not believe there is any conclusive evidence that labor
marhet discrimination against academic women has been eluninated, al-
though progress has been made. Thus, we endorse continned positiv e ac-
tion to eliminate those aspects of discrimination that-persist.

The situation for women in graduate education is part of the much
broader issue of the changing role of women in American society. As the
aspirations of women change and as they seek access to graduate and pro-
fessional education in new areas. we do not believe they will encountes
particular or unique obstacles in the graduate programs. As with any social
change of this magnitude and rapidity . there will be some graduate facuity
whose attitudes will not have hept pace with changes in the broader so-
ciety. but this situation will not prevent women fiom succeeding in grad-
uate and professional schools. (We cannot assert that graduate faculty are.
as a group. more virtuous than the majority of the populace. but we are
confident that they are not less s0.) And. as the number and proportion
of senior women faculty members and adnmnistrators steadily increase. the
problems facing women in graduate school caused by theii small numbers
in specific fields should steadily diminish.

PROGRAM EVALUATION AND ACCOUNTABILITY

As noted briefly in the last chapter. there has been a steady increase in
the questions ashed about graduate education by statewide coordinating
agencies and by state legislatures. Questions are raised about graduate
program costs and quality, about program duplication among campuses.,
and about program efficiency (as measured by student attrition or by

T Allan M. Cartter and Wavne L. Rubter. The Disuppcdrance of Sex Discrimination
e Lirst Job Placement of Now PhoD, s (Los Aogeles, The Higher Lducation Research
Institute, 1975).

™ Ibid., p. 18.

* Committee 1o Study the Status of Women in Graduate Lducation and Later Careers.
Hhe Thgher. The Toner (Ann Arbor, Michigan, The Horace H. Rackham School of
Graduate Studies. Maich 1974), p. vi.
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degree productivity). We see no obvious end to these inquiries, and hence
a definite need for graduate schools to develop information systems that
make it possible to monitor the performance of graduate departments. The
capacity to know what is going on within the graduate programs in terms
of applications, admissions, enrollments, financial support, attrition, time-
to-degree, and first-job placements, with information on each of these
variables for women and minority group members also. will not only con-
tribute to improved relationships with external agencies but will also high-
light areas where improvement is needed internally, We believe that grad-
uate schools will increasingly take the initiative in this process of
information collection and evaluation, rather than be forced to respond
passively and defensively to information requests from public bodies.
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3 Recommendations

In the preceding chapters we have examined the economic and other
forces that are currently shaping the future environment for graduate
education. Subject to all of the uncertainty that necessarily accompanies
any attempt to look several years ahead, the principal trends that we
foresee can be summarized as follows®":

1. A steady reduction in demand for new Ph.D."s to serve as college and
university faculty members through the 1980°s

2. Areduced rate of growth of R&D expenditures relative to that of the
1960°s, and hence reduced growth rates of demand for new Ph.D.’s in such
activities (there will undoubtedly be specific research areas. however, that
grow much faster than the average)

3. A substantial supply adjustment on the part of students and universi-
ties that will reduce the number of new Ph.D.'s awarded well below the
numbers projected-on the basis of past trends: in many fields. however,
the supply of new doctorates will exceed the demand from traditional,
discipline-related sources

4. A continuing decline in the total amount of financial support avail-
able to full-time graduate students, thereby increasing the relative im-
portance of loans and self-support

5. Some increased enrollment demand by ‘‘nontraditional’” graduate
students, e.g., older students, part-time students, nonresidential students,
women returning after child-rearing. and nondegree students

0 It should be clear that in reporting these trends, we are not endorsing cach of them.
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6. Anincrease in the number of women ammorily students seeking
graduate education

7. Continued focus on accountability, including program evaluation,
cost analysis. and other measures of program performance

8. No large new programs to support graduate education, barring a
major intellectual breakthrough in some discipline or a substantial shift in
national priorities

In light of these projected trends. we believe that federal. state, and
institutional policies should encourage a more explicit differentiation of
function among graduate programs than currently exists. In recent years,
the dominant model of graduate education, in aspiration if not in fact, has
been full-time study for the Ph.D. degree by students who have recently
received baccalaureate degrees. The great expansion in number of doc-
torate-granting institutions in the past two decades received much of its
internal impetus from the prestige accorded the traditional Ph.D. program
and those faculty members associated with it. In addition. during the
1960’s. the rapid growth of undergraduate enrollments and of sponsored re-
search in the universities made the decision to start new doctoral programs
cconomically rational because of the substantial complementarities be-
tween these activities-and graduate education.®* Graduate students were
needed as teaching assistants in the expanding public universities, and they
were equally valuable as research assistants on the growing number of
sponsored research projects. That unique period of growth has ended,
however. and the universities must adapt to the changing circumstances
enumerated above.

The national need for traditional Ph.D. programs in all fields will, of
course. continue, but not for the number of programs that currently exist.
What will be needed are expanded opportunities for **nontraditional’’
forms of graduate education. serving ‘“nontraditional’’ graduate students.
During the next decade. graduate education must make the transition from
a system that has tended to follow a single model of advanced education
to the increasing diversity required by changing demographic, economic,
and social circumstances.

There are significant roles to be played in this gradual transition by
federal and state governments. by private foundations, by professional
societies, and by industry. but the most important actions must be taken
by the universities themselves. Faculty members, administrators, and
graduate students in each university must discuss seriously the type of

"t Stephen P. Dresch. An Economic  Perspecine on the Evolwion of Graduate
Educution. Fechmeal Report No. 1. Natiwonal Board on Graduate Education (Wash-
ington. P.C.: National Academy of Sciences, 1974).
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graduate programs that the institution can reasonably be expected to offer.
This review should include a realistic assessment of the quality of current
graduate offerings, an inventory of resources available (and lacking),
prospects for graduate student support, analysis of recent placements of
new graduates, areas of special strength,’and so forth. In many of the uni-
versities that have introduced doctoral programs in recent years, this re-
view will indicate that the prospects for completing the ambitious develop-
ment plans of the 1960°s are bleak and that the institution should instead
concentrate its resources in specific areas where a unique or unusual
contribution can be made.

Other institutions may conclude that the resources to continue effective
Ph.D. programs are not present but that an important mission does exist in
serving a local clientele with part-time, applied master’s and professional
doctoral programs. Universities in large cities clearly have possibilities not
open to those in rural settings; universities with a long tradition of ex-
cellence in doctoral education clearly have advantages over newer institu-
tions in that endeavor but may be less flexible in developing programs for
ncw clienteles, universities that have pioneered in developing practitioner
degrees, such as the doctor of arts, have an edge over institutions that have
not given serious consideration to the strengthened preparation of 2- and
4-year college teachers. We believe that a national goal in graduate edu-
cation for the next decade should be the accentuation and further develop-
ment of these differential strengths, not the continuation of the 1960's
trends toward a monolithic system modeled on a Harvard or Berkeley pat-
tern. Every graduate program worth maintaining should be justified clearly

-and unambiguously in terms of its particular purposes served, and these

should not be vague and rhetorical but highly specific and backed up by
hard data. If a program claims to be turning out research scholars, there
should be evidence of this in terms of institutional capability and in terms
of placements; if it claims to be serving primarily the local community with
part-time and continuing education programs, there should be evidence of
this in enrollments. When purposes are clear and performance indicators
are consistent with these purposes, the problems of public accountability
should be much diminished.

Many faculty members will resist the changing emphasis in some
graduate programs suggested by this analysis, but we believe that the
necessary lines of development described above are consistent with the
direction of economic, social, and political change. For graduate educa-
tion to ignore or resist these changes, by insisting on an outmoded
vision of growth and development based on conditions of the 1960’s,
would render this important sector of higher education less and less
pertinent to the needs of the 1970°s and 1980°s, and therefore less likely
to receive social and financial support. The recommendations that follow
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are based on speufic value judgments regarding the desirable path of
development for owr system of graduate education, first stated in our
report Federal Policy Alternatn s toward Graduate Education.

If graduate education is to contnbite most effectively to soctety now and in the futire—the
most general and basic goal—we see action o attatn the following goals as urgent.

o Lnhunang the effecinencss and dfficiency of graduate edacation, scholarship, and re-
search. ’

Strengthening the national structure tur graduate education, scholarship and research by
suppurting strong programs currently in existence in all regions and ensuning that the most
talented students are not denied access 1o these programs.,

Discouraging the proliferation of graduate programs, while ensunng that universities have
the necessary resvurces to develop programs in new fields of study and to meet new socral
needs. In o penod of himuted resources for higher education, careful review and elimina-
tion of weak graduate programs is one potential source of the resources required for such
new programs.

Ensuring that the supply of persons with master’s, professional and doctoral fevel educa-
ton 1s in reasonable balance with the long term demands of a complea. technological
society.

Sustaiming flow. of new research findings. basie and applied, required for both the
cultural and material'well being of the nation,

Protecting the freedom and the adaptive capacity of the nation's umversities,

o Lmsuning the responsa eness of gradinite eduncation to the needs of saciely.

Losuning that graduate education contnibutes to the national commitment to ehininate
diserimtnation based on ritce. sex, age. and socioeconomic stitus.

Sumulsting changes that will encourage the most effective contnbution of graduate
education and research to the solutron of urgent national problems.

Lncouraging responsiveness to the needs of students, including the development of
graduate programs that serve part ime and older students, as well as the needs of urban
residents.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FEDERAL POLICY

Federal expenditures for graduate education and research should
logically be focused on those activities that have national (or inter-
national) benefits, public in nature. and hence not likely to be supported
at soclally optimal levels by either local jurisdictions or by the private
market. Basic research is one obvious area where federal support is
essential, since research findings are a classic example of a *‘public
good™* that the private market will fail to produce. Similarly. much ap-

"t National Board on Graduate Educatwon., [ ederal Polics  Alternatives toward
Graduate Lducation (Washington, D.C.. Natwnal Academy of Sciences. 1974). pp.
3526,

-
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plied research falls into this category and will not be produced by the
private sector when the benefits cannot be appropriated by the producer.
The “‘proper’’ level of federal expenditure for research is the difficult
issue to decide, and cost-benefit analyses in this area are unlikely ever
to reach a level of sophistication sufficient for precise determination of
the optimal level. Consequently, research expenditure must be viewed as
investment in social capital, with some projects certain to have very large
payoffs while others will not. In recent years, the proportion of Gxp de-
voted to research has declined markedly, and we are concerned by the
prospect of a steady deterioration in this country’s scientific and tech-
nological capability should this decline continue. We reaffirm our earlier
recommendation:

® Federal support for basic research should grow, at « minimum, at .
the sume rate as the long-run growth of real GNP.

Ensuring the continued strength and intellectual vitality of those uni-
versities deeply committed to excellence in research-oriented doctoral
education is a second area where federal policies and financial support are
critical. The benefits derived from institutions that excel in this particular
dimension of quality are clearly national in scope, and the costs of main-
taining such programs cannot be borne by state and private expenditures
alone. In recognition -of this fact, several observers have proposed in
recent years that a limited number of universities (25 to 75) be selected
as National Universities to receive exclusive federal support for doctoral
education and research.®® We do not support this proposal because we
believe a competitive element should always be present in the allocation
of federal funds to universities and because selection of a certain number
of universities ignores the fact that many institutions excel in research in
limited areas. while other generally excellent universities often have areas
of weakness not casily corrected. Instead, we support an allocation
process that ensures that federal funds for this purpose go to the strongest
programs. while allowing for changes over time in the location of strong
programs. The compeltitive, peer-review process for allocating research
grants meets our criterion of efficiency for allocating this component of
federal funds.

o We endorse the continued use of the peer-review process for allocat-
ing federal research grants in national competition.

53 A recent statemient 1s Martin Meyerson, “After a Decade of the Levelers m Higher
Education. Reinforcing Quahty While Maintaimng Mass Education.”” Daedalus, Vol.
104, No. 1. Winter 1975, p. 315,
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In a prior report, we argued the case for a nationally competitive
fellowship program as an effective way to convey the value and signifi-
cance that the nation attaches to outstanding undergraduate academic
achievement, while also ensuring that the very talented have access to
graduate education.%* We believe that the provision of such fellowships,
fully portable and awarded directly to the student on a competitive basis,
is an efficient method for providing this type of federal support for
graduate students.

o We reaffirm our earlier recommendation thar 2,000 fully portable
predoctoral fellowships, covering all academic disciplines, be awarded
annually 1o students on the basis of national competition.

Of the many resources and facilities required for graduate education,
none is more central and vital than the university. library. The vast in-
crease in recorded knowledge in recent decades has placed the entire
scholarly publication and dissemination **system’’ under enormous pres-
sure,® and the nation’s leading research libraries face serious economic
obstacles to maintaining excellence in coverage and accessibility. These
libraries are important national assets, with widespread benefits that ex-
tend beyond their contribution to graduate education. and neither the
states nor private sources can be expected to bear the full burden of
support. Therefore,

® We endorse the recent recommendation of the Carnegie Council on
Policy Studies that a new, $10 million program of federal support for
research libraries be started. %

For those universities that decide to develop or expand programs for
“nontraditional™” graduate students, the major requirement initially is
support for planning, for survey research. for curriculum development,
for experimentation. for evaluation, and for student support. Because the

*t National Board on Graduate Education. Federal Policy Alternatnes toward
Graduate  Education (Washington. D.C.. National Academy of Sciences. 1974), pp.
52-54. .

** fn recogmtion of these growing pressures. the Amencan Counuil of Learned Societies.
with finanual support from the Nationdl Endowment for the Humantties and several pri-
vate foundations. 1s sponsonng « major study of the problems facing scholarly journals,
umversity presses, commercial publishers of scholiurly books. and research libranes.

% Carnegte Council on Policy Studies in Higher Education. The Federal Role tn Post-
secondary  Education. Unfimshed  Buswness, 1975-1980 (San Francisco. Jossey-
Buass. Inc.. 1975). p. 68.
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population served by these programs wilLbe local or regional rather than
national. the bulk of operating costs for ongoing programs should ultj-
mately come from local, state. regional, and private sources; however.
federal cost-sharing during the developmental and transition stages will
be necessary to hasten the diversification of graduate education. A
variety of programs should be encouraged. with successful models given
wide publicity . Past experience and recent research confirm that universi-
ties tend to become more conservative with respect to experimentation
and innovation when budgets are tight: thus. additional funds. explicitly
earmarked to support the transformation of existing programs to serve
new clienteles. will be needed.

o We recommend that Title 1X, Part A. Sec. 901 (a) of the Education
Amendments of 1972 be extended and fully funded.to provide competitive
grants for the development of new forms of graduate education in uni-
versities that decide 10 mahe major modifications in existing doctoral
progranis.

art A. Sec. 901(a) of the act would provide funds. upon application
and on a competitive basis. to universities. *. . . to strengthen, improve
and where necessary expand the quality of graduate and professional
programs leading to an advanced degree (other than a medical degree) in
such institutions.™ Ironically, this legislation was first authorized in 1968
as a means to upgrade graduate programs along traditional lines: the pro-
gram was never funded. in part, because of its inopportune timing. We
believe that this legislation should be used now to strengthen graduate
education by assisting its diversification and capability to serve new
groups of potential students not well served by existing programs. The
authorization level in recent years has averaged $40 million per year, and
we urge full funding at that level.

e Finally, we recommend the continued use of federal traineeships
and training grants us support mechanisms for specding the development
of new arcas of knowledge and attracting ralent into those areas of study.
The new NSE program of encrgy-related traineeships is an example of a
high-priority area for investigation that can be developed most quichly by
applying federal funds for that purpose.

This combination of federal programs should contribute significantly
to the development of a diversified system of graduate education, capable
of serving an expanded role in society through a greater institutional
division of labor. The federal government, through selected and carefully
targeted programs of the type recommended above, can help to ensure
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high quality in each of the multiple dimensions of advanced education
and rescarch.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR STATE POLICY

Whereas the federal government exercises its influence on the develop-
ment of graduate education primarily through its financing policies, the
states can'play a more direct role through the statewide planning process.
There is at present great diversity among the states in the organization,
capability. and responsibility exercised by the various planning and co-
ordination agencies, and equally great diversity among the states in the
number and type of institutions offering graduate work; consequently,
recommendations for state action must be sufficiently general to cover
the wide range of actual situations.

The state agencies can serve a valuable function in helping to articulate
the state interest in graduate education. by conducting research into the
types of graduate programs required to serve needs currently not being
met. and by encouraging diversification of program offerings among insti-
tutions within the state. We believe that the worst type of development
for graduate education would be its concentration upon a single purpose
and that a central task must be to break this pattern of 1960°s thinking in
order to encourage the diversity and differentiation that should be the
hallmark of the 1970's and 1980’s.

o We recommend that statewide planning and coordinating agencies,
operatng within the constraints imposed by their charters and by respect
Sor institutional autonomy. encourage diversification and division of ef-
Jort among the graduate instittions within the state.

In some states there has been a negative approach to the adjustment
problems faced by graduate education. with a dominant focus on elimi-
nating programs and preventing the development of new ones. This ap-
proach has inevitably led to conflict situations. with the universities and
state agencies in adversary roles. Much of this conflict is understandable,
for recent years have been marked by uncertainty and confusion regard-
ing the proper social role of graduate education. We believe that this
period of uncertainty 1s ending, however, and that the necessary lines of
future development are emerging with some clarity. It is incumbent.
therefore. upon universities and statewide planning agencies to work
cooperatively and with proper regard for the rights and responsibilities of
cach party toward a sound plan for the development of graduate educa-

_ tion within the state.
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A related issue of growing importance in many states concerns the
tuition differential between public and private universities, When federal
and private foundation grants for graduate student support were numer-
ous, this price differential was not a critical issue. since relatively few
graduate students actually paid their own tuition. The decline in graduate
student support programs. however. means that tuition charges will be-
come a more important factor in determining where graduate students
enroll. In the absence of public policy initiatives. enrollments will tend
to concentrate in the lower-priced (although not necessarily lower cost)
public institutions. as the price differential moves steadily against the
private universities.

Such a development must not be allowed. since many of the nation’s
highest quality graduate programs are in the private universities. State
policies can play an important role in support of high-quality programs.
whether in private or in public universities.

o We urge cach state to develop eaplicit policies to support graduate
programs of established quality, including support for such programs i
private universities. State support at the graduate level should not be
provided “across-the-board,” as in some undergraduate programs, but
should be selective and conditioned upon careful evaluation of program
quality and public purpose served.

THE ROLE OF UNIVERSITIES

The greatest responsibility for adapting to changing  circumstances
necessarily lies with the institunons themselves. External agencies. in-
cluding governmental bodies. can influence the development of graduate
education in both positive and negative ways. but the actual processes of
education. the programs offered. the students selected. and the social
purposes served by graduate education are largely determined within the
universities. The selective revrientation of graduate programs that we see
as essential will require considerable creative energy . ingenuity, leader-
ship. and good will from university faculty and administrators.

The imernal evaluation of graduate programs that was discussed
carlier is an essential first step toward the darification of mission. Perti-
nent statistical data should be assembled for each department. including
such information as the number and quality of graduate applicants as well
as'the number accepted and the proportion who enroll, trends in graduate
student financial support. placement of recent graduates, and trends in
faculty research support and publications. The systematic collection of
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such data will provide the basis for a valuable information system for
both internal and external use.

Within the university, these data should be combined with budget
projections and other pertinent information about the prospects of the
individual disciplines to develop a realistic plan regarding the institu-
tion’s role in graduate education. We are describing nothing more than a
systematic academic planning exercise, and many universities will have
developed the necessary procedures and undertaken this internal evalua-
tion already: however. in many institutions, graduate programs have not
been subject to intense internal scrutiny of the type suggested here. In the
absence of this type of serious internal review, resources for graduate
education will surely be misallocated. both within the institution and
across the total system.

Universities that have only recently begun offering doctoral programs
have a particularly important task in deciding whether such programs can
and should be continued in light of the grim resource outlook. The fund-
ing required to develop high-quality, research-oriented doctoral programs
is substantially more than the vast majority of recent Ph.D.-granting in-
stitutions are likely to receive in the environment of the 1970's and
1980°s. The NBGE study of NSF's Science Development Program, Science
Development, University Developiment, and the Federal Government, %
provides some insight into the dollar cost required to enhance quality.
Thirty-one universities received an average of approximately $6 million
each under the University Science Development (usD) program, and the
NBGE evaluation was able to detect several qualitative improvements in
the funded institutions; however. that amount of support was not suffi-
cient to render the group of usD recipients the equal of the nation's
leading 15-20 universities. Given the virtual certainty that a program
similar to Science Development. in either purpose or funding, will not be
available to assist developing universities in the next decade. it makes
little sense for the newer universities to persist in efforts to-develop a
wide range of traditional doctoral programs. We believe instead that
many of the developing universities should be at the forefront in creating
graduate programs to serve new clienteles.

In the past. a common strategy employed by those interested in chang-
ing graduate education has been to assume that any change would have to
be adopted first by the leading universities to provide credibility and to
set the pattern for others to follow. At this time. however. we believe
this is-the wrong approach. since it continues_the stress on a monolithic

*f Nationad Board on Graduate  Education. Science Development, Uniersiny
Development, and the {ederal Gosernment (Washington, D.C.. National
Academy of Sciences, 1975).
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type of graduate education rather than encouraging diversity among insti-
tutions. Umiversities should, we believe, increasingly specialize in the
programs offered and citizens served, and thus it makes no sense to focus
all efforts at change on the leading research institutions. One of the
principal internal purposes of the program evaluations we have stressed
above 1s to guide institutions toward the type of specialization that is
consistent with past performance and the economic outlook.

In addition to the internal use of these data, various external groups
will have a legitimate interest in this information. Potential graduate
students are among the most important of these external audiences, since
the decision to enroll 1n a graduate program should be based on thorough
information. Students applying to u graduate program should routinely
be provided with informatior from the department regarding labor
marhet prospects w the disapline, placement experience of recent grad-
nates, prospects for financial support while enrolled, and attrition rates
Srom the program. We reaffirm our commitment to the principle of free
student choice in the determination of enroliment levels and distribution
among disciplines,® but, for this principle to be supportable, students
must be provided with better information on which to base their enroll-
ment decisions. A decision to enter graduate education, particularly a
doctoral progiam, involves a substantial zrivate cost to the student (in
terms of cash outlay, foregone income, and in the use of time); and, in
light of current labor market projections. students should be as fully in-
formed as possible regarding future prospects. It is no longer responsible,
in our view. for faculty to assert that more education is always desirable,
using that as a rationalization for failure to provide specific information
to students contemplating graduate education. Informed student choice
will, we believe, contribute significantly to an improved supply-demand
balance. N

The sharply reduced monber of new Ph.D."s.who will find employment
on college and unpversuty faculties implies a need for changes both in
curricuta and in attitndes that faculty convey about nonacademic em-
: ployment. It is impossible to specify in a general way the changes that
must take place, since these will differ by discipline and by university.
The report of the Panel on Alternative Approaches to Graduate Educa-
tion. Scholarship for Sociery, provides numerous examples of the types
of curricular change that departments might consider, and we hope that a
substantial number of academic departments will experiment with these
new approaches. The Fund for the Improvement of Postsecondary Edu-
cation can be expected to provide financial support for the planning and

» Natwondl Buard vn Graduate Education, Doctorate Manpower Forecasts and Policy
(Washington, D.C.: Nauonal Academy of Sciences. 1973). p. 5.
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development of a limited number of new programs, as will cerfain private
foundations. Professional sotieties can seive as a forum for discussion
of new directions and can publicize successful programs. Industry and
government. by providing internships for graduate students and oppor-

tunities for faculty members to spend time in off-campus settings. can.

encourage mole effective linkages between graduate education and-the
nonacademic world. Faculty exchanges between universities and com-
munity colleges can heighten the understanding in the university of the
particular staffing needs of the 2-year institutions.

Our purpose in discussing these possibilities is not to launch every
faculty member in every university into an outreach program, nor to con-
vert graduate education m its entirety to new pursuits, but rather to en-
courage some institutions and some faculty members to pursue these new
lines of service. IFor this change to occur, faculty members must not be
penalized for deviating from traditional norms of scholarship and re-
search; instead. the incentive system must be consistent with the be-
havior desired. Thus, an eaplicit institutional decision to experiment
with new types of graduate educatton must be accompanied with new
criteria for judging and rewarding faculty performance.

Fully. as important as curricular change is the need for attitudinal
change on the part of faculty. As noted earlier. socialization into the
norms and values of the disciplines has been an important aspect of
doctoral education. The attitudes and values expressed by facuity
members can exert an inhibiting influence on doctoral students. particu-
larly if the message conveyed is that nonacademic employment is only
for *‘second-rate’” students. These aspects of the apprenticeship nature
of doctoral education must change since the majority of doctoral students
in the next 10-15 years will not have careers similar to those of their
professors.

During the 1960's, many academic departments stopped admitting
candidates for the terminal master’s degree in order to concentrate ex-
clusively on doctoral education. a decision reinforced in some instances
by pressure from federal agencies. In most institutions. we beliéve this
decision should be reconsidered. with more attention given to reinvigorat-
ing and redefining the nature and purpose of the master’s degree. Many
of the mnovations in graduate education should be attempted initially
at the master's level, and thus this degree warrants a resurgence of
attention.

Changes i university policy to create more flexible admissions proce-
dures, to extend eligibilitn for financial support to part-time students,
to alter residency requirements, and to offer courses.at more convenient
tunes for working stmdents will be necessary in those universities that
emphasize graduate programs for part-time and older students. These
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administrative changes are every bit as important as the substantive
changes that may occur in curricula and in faculty orientation.

Finally, there is little doubt that some graduate programs will be (and
should be) phased out during the next several years. Programs that will
fail to receive support are those that do not have unique or unusual
strengths and that do not serve specific clienteles. Doctoral programs of
clear and established excellence will survive; programs with an applied
focus that lead to professional, nonacademic employment will survive;
and many of the newer programs for part-time and older students, if well
thought out in terms of local needs and opportunities, will be successful.
The programs in greatest jeopardy will-be those with no distinguishing
characteristics in terms of excellence, mussion, or clienteles served. Most
universities have had limited experience with retrenchment, but the grow-
ing pressure on resources will force such-decisions to be made. Proce-
dures for phasing out programs will be an essential new component of
university governance for the foreseeable future.

We believe that if the approaches suggested in this chapter are followed
by those responsible for the development of graduate education, our
national capability in this area can be strengthened and diversified, even

‘in a period of limited growth. In addition to the efforts of students,

faculty, administrators, employers, and foundation and governmental
personnel. a steady flow of pertinent policy research on graduate educa-
tion will be needed to monitor the system and to suggest new direc-
tions. Our final chapter develops a research agenda -that we hope will
be of assistance to those concerned with the continued strength and
vitality of graduate education.
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4 Future Research

The charge to NBGE when it was created was open-ended. and in 3 years
it was not possible to complete a *‘. . . thorough analysis of graduate
education today and of its relation to American society in the future.”
The Board necessarily set priorities based on the problems perceived in
the early £970°s and authorized the staff to develop a research program
around those issues. Many important topics could not be covered, and
new issues emerged during the course of the Board's tenure. In this
final chapter, we have prepared a brief listing of several important areas
that warrant further study, organized under four major headings: Fi-
nancing and Costs of Graduate Education; Quality Assessment and Pro-
gram Evaluation; Organization and Performance of Graduate Programs;
and Sponsored Research and Graduate Education. The list has been
limited to topics of policy concern.

FINANCING AND COSTS OF GRADUATE EDUCATION

I. State policies toward graduate education and research, including
the changing role of state coordinating or governing boards. A con-
siderable amount of research has been focused on federal policy toward
graduate education and research, including the extensive literature on
federal science policy.®® By contrast, much less attention has been de-

$9 For example. 3é¢ National Science Beard. Toward a Public Policy for Graduate
Education in the Sciences (Washington. D.C.. United States Government Printing
Office. 1969): Harold Orlans (¢d.). Science Policy and the Umversity (Washington.
D.C.:. The Brookings Institution. 1968); and James Shannon (ed.). Science and the
Evolution of Public Policy (New York: Rockefeller University Press. 1973).
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voted to the role of state governments and coordinating boutds in shaping
the direction of these activities. As the federal government reduces its
support for graduate education, state policies become increasingly im-
portant, in fact, states are likely to exercise the donunant influence on
the development of the university system in the coming decade.

We need to know much more about state budgeting procedures and
about the effects of enrollment-driven funding formulas 1 an cra of
declining growth. An analysis should also be made of the various state
programs that provide support for private institutions. Stie support for
universities with large numbers of part-time graduate students also needs
investigation to determine whether funding procedures encourage or dis-
conrage universities from developing graduate programs for such stu-
dents. The role of coordinating boards needs study from the standpoint of
the impact of these boards on the -development of graduate education
within the state. Are procedures being established to encourage and
support diversity of function among institutions. or is a process of
homogenization under way? In short. if we wish to understand the dy-
namics of future university development, we must increase our under-
standing of the evolving relationships among universities. state legisla-
tures, and state coordinating boards.

2. Graduate program cost analysis. At both state and federal levels.
the issue of unit costs of graduate education continues to be raised.
Economists have pointed out the difficulties involved in generating mean-
ingful cost information 1 this multiple input, multiple outcome process.
and it has become clear that there is no agreement on the proper way to
meastire unit costs within a university.”™ For an institution with a single
function. such as teaching. costs can be determined in a reasonably
straightforward fashion. In an institution with a variety of functions that
are carried out simultaneously and jointly, however, the assignment of
costs is subiect to much controversy. And. yet, requests for such in-
formation are continually pressed.

In owr view, this impasse is indicative of an issue more fundamental
than the technical probicms of cost analysis. If the requests were taken
at face value, the result would-be mountains of detailed statistical in-
formation of dubious value and of no practical usefulness to policy
makers. We thus conclude that the desire for detailed cost figures signi-
fies a more general uneasiness or dissatisfuction with university manage-
ment and resource allocation, suggesting that the concern for cost data 1s

" Fredenkh L. Balderston,  Difficulties in Cost Analysts of Graduate Education.” in
Nauonal Board on Graduate Lducaton. Fedcral Policy Alternatives tonward
Graduate Education (Washington, D.C.. National Academy of Sciences. 1974), pp.
89-109. - s .

62

73




ERI!

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

part of the larger 1ssue .of public accountability of universities. If this
conclusion is correct, then the first priority should be clarification of the
issues involved in accountability rather than a new cost study. The
Association of American-Universities has proposed a wide-ranging study
of university accountability, including cost analysis as one feature, and
we strongly endorse that study as the most sensible way to approach the
cost question.

It has also been argued that studies of cost should be linked to studies
of benefits so that rational calculations can be made regarding the ‘“‘opti-
mal™’ scale of graduate activities and so that the proper distribution of
costs between the student and society can be determined. We do not be-
lieve., however, that the type of cost-benefit analysis that has been
applied to water resource projects and other forms of public investment
can be readily applied to graduate education, at least in the current
state of knowledge. Rather than engage in unresolvable debates over the
presence or absence of various social benefits, a more productive effort
would include longitudinal studies of career development, focused on the
role of advanced education in the career cycle, together with-studies of
the factors that determine graduate enrollments, including estimation of
student responsiveness to changes in cost. Specific information of this
type can be linked with the social determination of benefits, expressed
through the political process. to design financial policies consistent with
public goals.

3. Graduate student financial support. Under the general topic of costs
and financing is the more specific question of graduate student support.
We see three subjects in need of investigation: the impact of reduced
federal fellowshins. the use of financial need analysis at the graduate
level. and the effects of increased reliance on loan finance.

The only remaining nationally competitive federal fellowship program
for graduate students is the Nsi Graduate Science Fellowship program.
More than 5.000 applicants compete for approximately 500 new awards
each year. It is widely assumed that unsuccessful applicants (at least
those highest ranked) have no difficulty in finding other sources of sup-
port for graduate study. This assumption should be checked by a post-
card survey sent to the 500 highest ranked applicants who do not receive
awards. The survey would determine whether a substantial number of the
country’s most talented undergraduates are failing to enter graduate
school for financial reasons and could be conducted by the National Re-
search Council-at very little cost.

The use of financial need in distributing student support is widespread
at the undergraduate level and in such professional schools as law and
medicine but has not yet become common among graduate schools. We
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have written oun this subject elsewhere,”™ noting several of the complica-
tions involved. but this remains o confusing and divisive issue. Because
many graduate departments compete for students by offers of financial
support, « decision to consider financial need will render a department
less competitive if others do not do likewise. Thus. unless a uniform
policy can be adopted by the majority of graduate departments, it seems
unlikely that current practices will change.

A statistical survey of current graduate school practices with regard to
need-based and should be made, supplemented by opinion surveys regard-
ing desirable policy sent to current graduate students and graduate
faculty. [The Educational Testing Service (ETs) would be a logical organi-
zation to undertahe the surveys, since E1s administers the Graduate and
Professional Schools Financial Aid Service.] A commission should be
appointed by an appropriate national organization, such as the Council of
Graduate Schools. to review the analysis of survey findings and to make
specific recommendations for graduate school policy.

Finally. a thorough empirical study of the impact of increased graduate
student borrowing is needed. We know surprisingly little about the dis-
tribution of debt. its effect on enroliment decisions. and the problems
of repayment under existing arrangements. Since it seems likely that
graduate student borrowing will increase and become a major source of
support, this study should have high priority. The Division of Insured
Loans within the U.S. Office of Education can provide much of the
necessary data.

In each of these proposed studies special attention should be paid to
support patterns for different age groups. different racial and ethnic
groups. and for women. Differences in type and amount of support un-
doubtedly contribute to differential participation rates in graduate educa-
tion, and these studies could contribute significantly to our understanding
in that area.

QUALITY ASSESSMENT AND PROGRAM EVALUATION

4. Improved and diversified quality indicators. Quality is at the heart
of graduate education, and yet our techniques for measuring quality are
still in a rudimentary state. In addition, if graduate education is to di-
versify, as we have argued it should, then we need to assess multiple

i David W. Breneman, Graduate Schoul Adjustments to the  New Depression'
Higher Education, Techmeal Report Nu. 3. National Board on Graduate Education
(Washington, D.C.. Natwonal Academy of Sctences, 1975). Commentary by National
Bourd on Graduate Education, pp. 7-8.
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dimensions of quality, and the simple reputational survey that has suf-
ficed to date will’be inadequate.
A further need for quality indicators resides-in our current inability to
document with precision changes in graduate program quality that occur
over time. Many observers believe that thé finaticidl squeeze of recent
years has had a serious effect on the quality of graduate education, but
no broadly accepted method exists whereby to prove or disprove this be-
lief. The NBGE evaluative study of the Science Development Program™ -
used several objective indicators to assess changes in quality, and the
Council of Graduate Schools and the Graduate Record Examination
Beard, in cooperation with the Educational Testing Service, are currently
field-testing a more extensive set of quality indicators proposed by a
panel of graduate deans. This subject requires (and warrants) continued
research efforts. |
5. Status of the master’s degree. As research and graduate education |
expanded during the past two decades, the interest of many-institutions |
was focused on the doctorate. A related and, we believe. unfortunate |
development was a decline in the status of the master’s degree. At some
universities the master’s degree has been awarded primarily as a “‘conso-
lation prize”" to those unable to complete the doctorate. It has also been
frequently awarded to doctoral candidates as an uneventful steppingstone |
after a year or two of successful progress toward the final degree. The |
award of nonthesis master’s degrees may have been based ;on sound |
educational policy but in practice has contributed to the denigration of |
the degree. |
We believe that the master's degree may provide the basis for respond- E
ing to many of the pressures facing gmduale education. Many of the po-
tential new students are less interested in research careers than in con-
tinuing education and appropriate certification. The master’s degree
offers a locus for experimentation with new degree programs and new
degree audiences. A thorough study should be made of this degree,
focusing on its enhancement as a viable academic degree and its use in
responding to an era of new students and new priorities.
6. The potential new clienteles for graduate education. In the previous
chapter. we stressed the importance of expanding access to graduate
edifcation for older. part-time, nonresidential, and otherwise *‘nontradi-
tional"* students but also noted that not enough is known about the de-
mand for graduate education on the part of such students. We need to
know more about the types of programs wanted, how to finance them.

32 Nanonal Board on Graduale Educaton. Suence Development. University  De-
velopment, and the Federal Guvernment (Washington, D.C.: Nalional Academy
of Sciences. 1975). "
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and what the batriers are to participation. The necessary information can
be gathered by a combination of survey work, case studies. site visits,
conferences. and experimentation. Much of the existing research in this
area has been devoted to undergraduate education. the time has come for
a parallel effort at the graduate level.

ORGANIZATION AND PERFORMANCE OF GRADUATE PROGRAMS

7. Microstudies of university decision making and sesource allocation.
The growing interest in developing performance measures for institutions
of higher education and the related attempt to relate resource inputs to
measurable outputs have not been accompanied by an equal effort to
understand institutional behavior. So long as the internal processes of
decision making and resource allocation are poorly understood. attempts
to influence performance will often be misdirected.

Consider. for example, the issue of length of time to degree and attri-
tion from doctoral programs. Many observers have bemoaned the **Ph.D.
stretchout™ and high attrition rates. but cffective ways to address this
problem have been hampered by poor understanding of its causes. In an
attempt to create more “efficient™ doctoral programs in the humanities
and social sciences. the Ford Foundation granted over $41 million to 10
universities for graduate student support. on the theory that guaranteed
support, combined with o departmental commitment to rationalize the
doctoral program, could raise performance in these departments to the
level of the sciences. An evaluation of this program. to be undertaken
as part of a broader research project at the Brookings Institution. should
shed valuable light on the determinants of departmental performance.

A related area for investigation involves the question of structural
change in the organization of graduate programs to increase flexibility in
a period of limited growth.New disciplines (e.g.. biochemistry) have
been recently introduced into university structures, in many cases as new
departments in the organization. The development of several such depart-
ments should be analyzed as case studies. What are the forces that lead
to departmental permanence? Iy it likely that new departments with inde-
pendent budget and tenured faculty will be introduced in a time of no-
growth institutional budgets? In a zero growth economy will unisersities
he able to terminate departments and transfer faculty. as a prelude to
introducing a higher priority academic unit, or are universities effectively
locked into their present structures? As new units evolve. how are they
organized. do they have their own budgets. do they recommend promo-
tions. are they within or between departments. do they report to the
graduate dean? Again, case studies would be valuable.
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Implicit in this discussion i§ the assumption that a number of institu-
tions have responded to this problem in varying ways. A review of such
experiments”* may prove very profitable to other schools grappling with
analogous problems.

8. Compuarative studies. During its life, NBGE focused exclusively on
graduate education in the United States. We have been impressed. how-
ever, by the valuable insights that can be gained by comparative studies
of educational systems in several countries. The recently completed
three-volume study. The Research System,? sponsored by the Organiza-
tion for Economic Cooperation and Development, is an excellent ex-
ample of the value of such transnational studies. Should a successor or-
ganization to NBGE be established, we recommend that its charter
include an international component.

9. Longindinal studies of cohorts of entering graduate students. For
several years, the American Council on Education, through its Coopera-
tive Institutional Research Program developed by Alexander Astin, has
been assembling longitudinal data files on entering classes of college
freshmen. The recently published study Five and Ten Years after College
Entry™* reported in detail on the experiences of the entering classes of
1961 and 1966. Although longitudinal files are expensive to develop and
require several years to build up. we think a comparable effort at the grad-
uate level should be seriously considered. It would enable us to respond
to two types of questions: what happens to the many students who do not
receive degrees. and what is the profile of those who do successfully
complete degree programs? Many specific issues could be addressed with
such data. including time to degree; field switching; how attrition varies
by sex. race. and discipline; and impact of financial support.

A study of this kind—involving large numbers of students as they
progress through graduate school and beyond—could best be done by a
group with substantial experience in conducting such longitudinal studies.
The Educational Testing Service. theNational Research Council, the
American Council on Education, and the Higher Education Research
Institute are possible candidates.

SPONSORED RESEARCH AND GRADUATE EDUCATION

10. Research and graduate education as joint products. In
the United States. research and graduate education have been strongly

135, J. Salomon et al., The Rescarch System, 3 vols. (Paris. Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development, 1972, 1973, 1974).
T Elune H. El-Khawas and Ann S. Bisconti, Five and Ten Years After College
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coupled. Ph D ’s and rescarch findings have been joint products. Graduate
students are important to the economical production of rescarch. with
the student benefiting as well. During the past this process worked well
because the demand for doctorates and for research were equally strong.
However, the prospective reduced academic demand for new Ph.D.’s
raises serious questions. If the number of graduate students in the sciences
continues to decline. what may be the effects on academic science and
on graduate education? To the extent that a major function of academic
science is to train students. faculties and universities may choose to do
less academic rescarch. Alternatively. the volume of academic science
may be sustained or expanded. but if there arc not enough graduate
students to staff the academic research undertaking. more of the staff
will be composed of semipermanent research associates and technicians.
This will tend to change the purpose of and the environment for academic
science. These potential changes in the character and scale of academic
science have important implications. They should be carefully evaluated
50 that choices may be informed by full consideration of the forces at
work and the consequences of alternative courses of action.

I An assessinent-ofuniversity. research-capability. A systematic in-
vestigation of the current status of university research capability is
needed. going beyond the aggregate expenditure trends reported by Nsk-.
The impacts of financial cutbacks. of the increased emphasis on applied
rescarch, and of reduced growth in faculty numbers, including the prob-
lems created by high tenure ratios. need careful evaluation at the insti-
tutional level. This study should serve as a benchmark so that subsequent
evaluations can be compared to the situation in 1976.

We are pleased to note that several activities are planned that should
cover this topic adequately. The Association of American Universities.
with support from theNational Science Foundation. is undertaking a
study of the status of research at universities. A similar study. limited to
biomedical rescarch but not limited to universities. is being carried out by
the President’s Panel on Biomedical Research. Finally, the American
Council of Learned Societies is sponsoring a major study of scholarly
publication. including investigation of the economic plight of research
libraries. academic journals, and university presses.

12, Maintaining research vitaliey with limited faculty turnover. The
current age distribution of facultics in many universities suggests that
little turnover will occur during the next IS5 years, and the slowdown of
enroliment growth means that there will be limited expansion demand.
The average age of faculty members can be expected, therefore, to in-

Emr, Amencan Counal on Education Research Reports. Vol 9. No. | (Washington,
D.C.: American Council on Education, 1974).
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crease significantly over this period. In many disciplines, the early years
are the most creative, and thus ways must be found to ensure faculty
positions for a steady flow of younger scholars. The recent announce-
ment by the American Council of Learned Societies of a competition-for
about 30 research fellowships in which only humanities scholars not less
than 1 year or more than 3 years beyond receipt of the Ph.D. degree are
eligible is an encouraging development. It is to be hoped that similar
opportunities can be established.

Additional ideas have been mentioned in the literature and elsewhere
and are no doubt being tried; these include faculty exchanges, personnel
exchanges with government and industry, early retirement, changes in
tenure policy, more flexible sabbatical policies, and the conversion of
teaching assistantships into faculty positions. To the best of our knowl-
edge, however, no one has systematically examined the range of ongoing
activities and evaluated their potential for easing the problem. Such a
study would be a valuable service for universities concerned with this
issue.

1

CONCLUSION

These studies indicate the direction of future policy research that we
beliecve should be undertaken in the area of graduate education. As
noted, several of these topics are being explored by existing research
groups, but many are not. With the termination of NBGE, no organization
will exist devoted exclusively to investigation of current issues and prob-
lems in graduate education, a troubling fact given the importance of
graduate education to our society. Our final recommendation, therefore,
addresses this point:

We recommend that, after an appropriate interval, the Conference
- Buard of Associated Rescarch Councils convene a group of interested
individuals 10 discuss the current status of graduate education and to
determine whether the need exists to establish a successor organization

{0 NBGE.
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Appendix

TASK FORCE ON
FEDERAL POLICY ALTERNATIVES TOWARD
GRADUATE EDUCATION

David Henry (Chairman). National Board on Graduate Education: and
Professor of Higher Education, University of lllinois

Robert Alberty, Dean, School of Science, Massachusetts Institute of
Technology

Frederich Balderston, Department of Business Administration, University
of Californi.:. Berkeley

William Bouwsma, Department of History, University of California.
Berkeley

Howard Bowen, Professor of Economics and Education, Claremont
University Center

» Robben Fleming, President, University of Michigan

Norman Hackerman, President, Rice University

Robert Hartman. Senior Fellow, 'The Brookings Institution

Joseph Kershaw, Professor of Economics, Williams College

Frederick Thieme. Professor of Anthropology . University of Colorado

71




ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

ADVISORY PANEL ON
SCIENCE DEVELOPMENT: AN EVALUATION
STUDY

John Millett (Chairman). Vice President and Director. Management
Division, Academy for Educational Development

Donald Campbell, Professor. Department of Psychology. Northwestern
University

Yaul Chenea, Vice President, Rescarch Laboratories. General Motors
Technical Center

Robert Christy. Provost. California Institute of Technology

J. Patrick Crecine. Professor. Institite of Public Policy Studies. Uni-
versity of Michigan

Hans Laofer, Professor. Biological Sciences, University of Connecticut

J. Ross MacDonald. Professor. Department of Physics. University of
North Carolina

Lincoln Moses, Dean of Graduate Studies. Stanford University
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ADVISORY PANEL ON
MINORITY GROUP PARTICIPATION IN
GRADUATE EDUCATION

Frederick Thieme (Chairman). Professor of Anthropology . University of
Colorado

Herman Branson, President. Lincoln University

Elias Blake. President, Institute for Services to Lducation. Washington,
D.C.

W. D. Cooke, Viee President. Research, Cornell University

Juseph Cosand. Director, Center for the Study of Higher Education.
University of Michigan

Fugene Cota-Robles. Vice Chancellor—Academic Affairs, University of
California. Santa Cruz

Cyrena Pondrom. Assistant Chancellor. University of Wisconsin

Lois Rice. Vice President. College Lntrance Examination Board.
Washington, D.C.

Kenneth Tollett, Director. Institute for the Study of Educational Policy.
Howard University

Leonard Spearman. Acting Associate Commissioner for Student Asais-
tance. U.S. Office of Education




ADVISORY PANEL ON
GRADUATE EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY
COLLEGES

Allan M. Cartter (Chairman). Professor in Residence. University of
California at Los Angeles

Ernest Anderson. Assoctate Professor of Highet Education and Coordi-
nator of University=Junior College Relations. University of 1llinois
at Urbana

Elof Carlson. Professor of Bivlogy. State University of New York at
Stony Brook -

Everett W. Ferrill. Professor of History. Ball State Uaiversity

Maurice Mandelbaum. Professor of Philosophy. Tie Jonns -Hopkins
University

Peter Masiko. Jr.. President. Miami-Dade Community College

Richard C. Richardson. Jr.. President, Northampton County Area Com-
munity College

William Toombs. Assistant Director. Center for the Study of Higher
Education. The Pennsylvania State University h
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NATIONAL BOARD ON GRADUATE EDUCATION
PUBLICATIONS
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Graduate Education. Puposes, Problems and Potential. Novem-
ber 1972, 18 pp.
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22 pp.
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1974, 127 pp.
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ing. 1976.
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1975. 73 pp.

Technical Reports
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TR. 2.

TR. 3.

TR. 5.

An Economic Perspective on the Evoluton of Graduate Education,
by Stephen PP. Dresch, March 1974, 76 pp.

Forecasting the Ph.D. Labor Market: Pitfulls for Policy, by
Richard Freeman and David W. Breneman, April 1974, 50 pp.
Graduate School Adjustments to the "' New Depression’” in Higher
Education, by David W. Breneman. with a Commentary by the
National Board on Graduate Education. February 1975, 96 pp.

. Science Development: An Evaluation Study, by David E. Drew.

June 1975, 182 pp.
Graduate Education and Community Colleges. Cooperative Ap-
proaches to Community College Staff Development, edited by
S. V. Martorana. William Toombs. and David W. Breneman. Au-
gust 1975, 137 pp.

Other Publications

An Annotated Bibliography on Graduate Education, 1971-1972,

October 1972, 151 pp.
“Comment’” on the Newman Task Force Report on the Federal

Role in Graduate Education. June 1973, 13 pp.
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